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There are Indigenous Peoples living 
throughout Ecuadorian territory. 
However, there are regions where 
they have a prominent presence, for 
example in the Amazon and the Sierra. 
In the Amazon, there are the following 
nations: Achuar, Ai’Kofán, Waorani, 
Siekopai (also known as Secoya), 
Quijos, Andwa, Shuar, Siona, Shiwiar, 
Sapara, and Amazonian Kichwa 
(comprised of multiple autonomous 
peoples, including the Kichwa People 
of Sarayaku). The Amazon region is also 
home to the Tagaeri and Taromenane 
Indigenous peoples in isolation,3 or 
“peoples in voluntary isolation,” as 
ƮƵ˛ȁƵƮ�Ʀɯ�ɈǘƵ�!ȌȁȺɈǞɈɐɈǞȌȁخ�Xȁ�ɈǘƵ�
²ǞƵȲȲƊ�ǶǞɨƵ�ɈǘƵ�yƊɈƊƦɐƵǶƊة��ɈƊɨƊǶȌة�
jƊȲƊȁǲǞة�jƊɯƊǿƦǞة�jǞɈɐ�jƊȲƊة�§ƊȁɹƊǶƵȌة�
!ǘǞƦɐǶƵȌ�²ةƊǶƊȺƊǲƊة�jǞȺȯǞȁƧǘƊة�
ÀȌǿƊƦƵǶƊة�àƊȲƊȁǲƊة�§ɐȲɐǘƋة�jƊȋƊȲǞة�
Saraguro, Paltas, and higland Kichwa. 
�ȁ�ɈǘƵ�ƧȌƊȺɈة�ɈǘƵȲƵ�ƊȲƵ�ɈǘƵ�1ȯƵȲƊة��ɩƋة�
!ǘƊƧǘǞة�ÀȺƋƧǘǞǶƊة�wƊȁɈƊة�RɐƊȁƧƊɨǞǶƧƊة�
ƊȁƮ�ƧȌƊȺɈƊǶ�jǞƧǘɩƊ�²خƵƵ�wƊȯ�ׂخ

�ǶɈǘȌɐǐǘ�ɈǘƵȲƵ�ǞȺ�ȁȌ�ȌǏ˛ƧǞƊǶ�ȁƊɈǞȌȁƊǶٌǶƵɨƵǶ�ǿƊȯȯǞȁǐة�
several studies estimate that at least 40% of Ecuadorian 
territory (104.06 kmׂ) corresponds to the territories 
of Indigenous Peoples and local communities. The 
Amazon is the region with the largest area of Indigenous 
territories, representing 73% of the country’s territories 
ƦƵǶȌȁǐǞȁǐ�ɈȌ�ȯƵȌȯǶƵȺ�ƊȁƮ�ȁƊɈǞȌȁȺخ

²ȌǿƵ�XȁƮǞǐƵȁȌɐȺ�§ƵȌȯǶƵȺ�ɩƵȲƵ�ȺƵȯƊȲƊɈƵƮ�Ʀɯ�ȺɈƊɈƵ�
ƦȌȲƮƵȲȺة�ɩǘǞƧǘ�ƊǏǏƵƧɈƵƮ�ƊȁƮ�ƧȌȁɈǞȁɐƵȺ�ɈȌ�ƊǏǏƵƧɈ�
ƮɯȁƊǿǞƧȺ�ȌǏ�ǿȌƦǞǶǞɈɯ�ƊȁƮ�ɈƵȲȲǞɈȌȲǞƊǶ�ɐȺƵخ�ÀǘǞȺ�ȌƧƧɐȲȺ�
ƊǶȌȁǐ�ɈǘƵ�ƦȌȲƮƵȲȺ�ɩǞɈǘ�!ȌǶȌǿƦǞƊ�ƊȁƮ�§ƵȲɐخ�ÀǘƵȺƵ�
ɈȲƊȁȺƦȌɐȁƮƊȲɯ�ȯƵȌȯǶƵȺ�ǞȁƧǶɐƮƵ�ɈǘƵ��ɩƋة�!ǘƊƧǘǞٚ��ةǞ�
Kofán, Siona, Siekopai (Secoya), Shuar (in Ecuador, 
Wampís nation in Peru) and the Achuar in Ecuador 
and Peru.

ÀǘƵ�ǿƊǯȌȲǞɈɯ�ȌǏ�XȁƮǞǐƵȁȌɐȺ�ƧȌǿǿɐȁǞɈǞƵȺ�ƊȲƵ�ƊǏ˛ǶǞƊɈƵƮ�
ɩǞɈǘ�ȺƵƧȌȁƮٌǶƵɨƵǶ�ȌȲǐƊȁǞɹƊɈǞȌȁȺة�ɈǘƊɈ�ǞȺة�ȯȲȌɨǞȁƧǞƊǶ�
ƊȁƮ�ȺɐƦٌȯȲȌɨǞȁƧǞƊǶ�ȌȲǐƊȁǞɹƊɈǞȌȁȺة�ƊȁƮ�ɈǘƵȺƵ�Ǟȁ�ɈɐȲȁ�
ƊȲƵ�ƊǏ˛ǶǞƊɈƵƮ�ɩǞɈǘ�ȲƵǐǞȌȁƊǶ�ȌȲǐƊȁǞɹƊɈǞȌȁȺ�ȺɐƧǘ�ƊȺ�
!�yI0yX�04�Ǟȁ�ɈǘƵ��ǿƊɹȌȁ�0ة!Ç�ªÇy�ªX5 in the 
²ǞƵȲȲƊة�ƊȁƮ�!�y�X!06�Ȍȁ�ɈǘƵ�!ȌƊȺɈخ�ÀǘƵȺƵ�ƊȲƵ�Ǟȁ�ɈɐȲȁ�
ƊǏ˛ǶǞƊɈƵƮ�ɩǞɈǘ�Ɗ�ȁƊɈǞȌȁƊǶ�ȌȲǐƊȁǞɹƊɈǞȌȁة�!�y�X07ة the 
ǶƊȲǐƵȺɈ�XȁƮǞǐƵȁȌɐȺ�ȌȲǐƊȁǞɹƊɈǞȌȁ�Ǟȁ�0ƧɐƊƮȌȲخ��ɈǘƵȲ�
ȁƊɈǞȌȁƊǶ�XȁƮǞǐƵȁȌɐȺ�ȌȲǐƊȁǞɹƊɈǞȌȁȺ�ƊȲƵ�I0y�!Xy8 and 
I0Xy09خ At the supranational level there are two relevant 

§ǘȌɈȌب�IɐȁƮƊƧǞȍȁ��m(0�

It is estimated that at least 40% of Ecuadorian 
territory (approximately 104,059.1 kmׂ) are territories of 
XȁƮǞǐƵȁȌɐȺة��ǏȲȌٌ0ƧɐƊƮȌȲǞƊȁ�ƊȁƮ�wȌȁɈɐƦǞȌ�ȯƵȌȯǶƵȺ�ƊȁƮ�
nations. In a plurinational and intercultural state, the 
recognition and guarantee of territorial and collective 
rights and the rights of nature is an essential path to 
ƵȁȺɐȲǞȁǐ�ƦǞȌƮǞɨƵȲȺǞɈɯ�ƧȌȁȺƵȲɨƊɈǞȌȁخ�IǞɨƵ�ɈƵȲȲǞɈȌȲǞƵȺ�ȌǏ�
ǶǞǏƵ�ǘƊɨƵ�ƦƵƵȁ�ȲƵǐǞȺɈƵȲƵƮ�Ǟȁ�ɈǘƵ�àȌȲǶƮ�(ƊɈƊƦƊȺƵ�ȌǏ�
ÀƵȲȲǞɈȌȲǞƵȺ�ȌǏ�mǞǏƵـ�X!!��ªƵǐǞȺɈȲɯةف�ƊȺ�ȌǏ��ȯȲǞǶ�ׂخׁׂ׀�Xȁ�ɈȌɈƊǶة�
ɈǘƵɯ�ƧȌɨƵȲ�ƊƦȌɐɈ�ׁ  �ǲǿׂ of natural ecosystemsׇ׃خ׆׀׉ةׇ
��Ǟȁةف�ƮȲɯ�ǏȌȲƵȺɈ�ƊȁƮ�ȺǘȲɐƦ�ɨƵǐƵɈƊɈǞȌȁةɈȲȌȯǞƧƊǶ�ȲƊǞȁǏȌȲƵȺɈـ
ǲƵɯ�ƊȲƵƊȺ�ǏȌȲ�ƦǞȌƮǞɨƵȲȺǞɈɯ�ƧȌȁȺƵȲɨƊɈǞȌȁة�ɐȁƮƵȲ�ɈǘƵǞȲ�Ȍɩȁ�
ǏȌȲǿȺ�ȌǏ�ǐȌɨƵȲȁƊȁƧƵخ�æƵɈڭׂخ׀׈�ة�ȌǏ�ɈǘƵȺƵ�ɈƵȲȲǞɈȌȲǞƵȺ�ȌǏ�ǶǞǏƵ�
ƊȲƵ�ɈǘȲƵƊɈƵȁƵƮ�Ʀɯ�ƵɮɈȲƊƧɈǞɨǞȺǿخ

Context

Ecuador is one of the planet’s megadiverse countries. 
mȌƧƊɈƵƮ�ƊɈ�ɈǘƵ�ƧȲȌȺȺȲȌƊƮȺ�ȌǏ�ɈǘƵ��ȁƮƵȺ�wȌɐȁɈƊǞȁȺ�ƊȁƮ�

the equator in South America, it is one of the smallest 
and most densely populated countries in the region. 
�ة�ȌǏ�ǞɈȺ�ȺɐȲǏƊƧƵ�ƊȲƵƊ�ǞȺ�ȯƊȲɈ�ȌǏ�ɈǘƵ��ǿƊɹȌȁ�ƦƊȺǞȁڭׅخׅׄ
which is home to the country’s largest areas of tropical 
forest in good state of conservation. The highland region 
(Sierraف�ƊƧƧȌɐȁɈȺ�ǏȌȲ�ׂةڭ׆خ׃�ɈǘƵ�ƧȌƊȺɈƊǶ�ȲƵǐǞȌȁ�ǏȌȲ�ׂ �ةڭׅخׇ
ƊȁƮ�ɈǘƵ�JƊǶƊȯƊǐȌȺ�XȺǶƊȁƮȺ�ǏȌȲ�²خڭׂخ׃�ƵƵ�wƊȯ�ׁخ

In response to the demands of the Indigenous movement 
and social organizations to recognize the cultural diversity 
ȌǏ�ɈǘƵ�ƧȌɐȁɈȲɯ�0ةƧɐƊƮȌȲٚȺ�!ȌȁȺɈǞɈɐɈǞȌȁ�ȲƵƧȌǐȁǞɹƵȺ�ǞɈ�
as a state of rights, intercultural and plurinational (Art. 
1). Peoples, nations, and collectives are rights holders, 
ǞȁƧǶɐƮǞȁǐ�XȁƮǞǐƵȁȌɐȺة��ǏȲȌٌ0ƧɐƊƮȌȲǞƊȁة�ƊȁƮ�wȌȁɈɐƦǞƊȁ�
communities, peoples, and nations (Art. 10, Art. 57 et seq.), 
ƊȁƮ�ȁƊɈɐȲƵ�ǞȺ�ƊǶȺȌ�Ɗ�ȲǞǐǘɈȺ�ǘȌǶƮƵȲـ��ȲɈȺخفׇٌׄ׀ׇ�خ��ƧƧȌȲƮǞȁǐ�ɈȌ�
ɈǘƵ�ׂ׀ׁ׀�ƧƵȁȺɐȺ�0ةƧɐƊƮȌȲٚȺ�ɈȌɈƊǶ�ȯȌȯɐǶƊɈǞȌȁ�ǞȺ�ׁׄׄخ �ǿǞǶǶǞȌȁة�
ȌǏ�ɩǘȌǿ� خׇׄ �ة�ȺƵǶǏٌǞƮƵȁɈǞǏɯ�ƊȺ�wȌȁɈɐƦǞƊȁڭ �ƊȺ��ǏȲȌٌڭׂخׇ
Ecuadorian, and 7% as Indigenous.2

1  Paola Maldonado�ǞȺ�Ɗ�ǐƵȌǐȲƊȯǘƵȲة�ȯȲƵȺǞƮƵȁɈ�ȌǏ�IɐȁƮƊƧǞȍȁ��m(0��ƊȁƮ�
Council Co-chair of the theme on “Documenting Territories of 
Life”�ȌǏ�ɈǘƵ�X!!��!ȌȁȺȌȲɈǞɐǿخ

 Jaime Robles�ǞȺ�Ɗȁ�ƊȁɈǘȲȌȯȌǶȌǐǞȺɈ�ƊȁƮ�ȲƵȺƵƊȲƧǘ�ƊȺȺȌƧǞƊɈƵ�ƊɈ�IɐȁƮƊƧǞȍȁ�
�m(0خ�

 Verónica Potes is a lawyer and activist for human rights and collective 
ȲǞǐǘɈȺ�²خǘƵ�ǞȺ�Ɗ�ǿƵǿƦƵȲ�ȌǏ�ɈǘƵ� ȌƊȲƮ�ȌǏ�(ǞȲƵƧɈȌȲȺ�ȌǏ�IɐȁƮƊƧǞȍȁ��m(0خ�

� IɐȁƮƊƧǞȍȁ��m(0��ǞȺ�Ɗ�wƵǿƦƵȲ�ȌǏ�ɈǘƵ�X!!��!ȌȁȺȌȲɈǞɐ�

2 !ƵȁȺȌ�yƊƧǞȌȁƊǶ�ƮƵ�§ȌƦǶƊƧǞȍȁ�ɯ�ßǞɨǞƵȁƮƊة�Xy0!خ׀ׁ׀ׂ�ة��ƧƧȌȲƮǞȁǐ�ɈȌ�ɈǘƵ�
ƧƵȁȺɐȺ�ǿƵɈǘȌƮȌǶȌǐɯة�ȺƵǶǏٌǞƮƵȁɈǞ˛ƧƊɈǞȌȁ�ƊƧƧȌȲƮǞȁǐ�ɈȌ�ƧɐǶɈɐȲƵ�ƧȌȁȺǞƮƵȲȺ�
ɈǘƵ�ǏȌǶǶȌɩǞȁǐ�ȌȯɈǞȌȁȺب�XȁƮǞǐƵȁȌɐȺة��ǏȲȌٌ0ƧɐƊƮȌȲǞƊȁة�wȌȁɈɐƦǞȌشƊة�
wƵȺɈǞɹȌشƊة�àǘǞɈƵة��ɈǘƵȲخ

3 The Tagaeri Taromenane are isolated family groups, linguistically 
ƊȁƮ�ƧɐǶɈɐȲƊǶǶɯ�ȲƵǶƊɈƵƮ�ɈȌ�ɈǘƵ�ȲƵƧƵȁɈǶɯٌƧȌȁɈƊƧɈƵƮ�àƊȌȲƊȁǞ�ȁƊɈǞȌȁƊǶǞɈɯخ�
yƊȲɨƋƵɹة�ƵɈ�ƊǶخ׀ׂ׀ׂ�خ�Pueblos indígenas aislados y de reciente contacto 
(Waorani) en la Región del Yasuní: estado, vulneración de derechos y 
amenaza a la vida en el contexto de la pandemia de COVID-19, Quito, 
0ƧɐƊƮȌȲب�IɐȁƮƊƧǞȍȁ��m(0ة��IɐȁƮƊƧǞȍȁ�§ƊƧǘƊǿƊǿƊخ

 It is likely that there are other peoples in isolation in the Ecuadorian 
�ǿƊɹȌȁة�Ɗ�ȺɐƦǯƵƧɈ�Ȍȁ�ɩǘǞƧǘ�ǏɐȲɈǘƵȲ�ȲƵȺƵƊȲƧǘ�ǞȺ�ɐȲǐƵȁɈǶɯ�ȁƵƵƮƵƮخ

4 !ȌȁǏƵƮƵȲƊƧǞȍȁ�ƮƵ�yƊƧǞȌȁƊǶǞƮƊƮƵȺ�XȁƮǠǐƵȁƊȺ�ƮƵ�ǶƊ��ǿƊɹȌȁǠƊ�0ƧɐƊɈȌȲǞƊȁƊ

5 !ȌȁǏƵƮƵȲƊƧǞȍȁ�ƮƵ�§ɐƵƦǶȌȺ�ƮƵ�ǶƊ�yƊƧǞȌȁƊǶǞƮƊƮ�jǞƧǘɩƊ�ƮƵǶ�0ƧɐƊƮȌȲ

6 !ȌȁǏƵƮƵȲƊƧǞȍȁ�ƮƵ�yƊƧǞȌȁƊǶǞƮƊƮƵȺ�XȁƮǠǐƵȁƊȺ�ƮƵ�ǶƊ�!ȌȺɈƊ�0ƧɐƊɈȌȲǞƊȁƊ

7 !ȌȁǏƵƮƵȲƊƧǞȍȁ�ƮƵ�yƊƧǞȌȁƊǶǞƮƊƮƵȺ�XȁƮǠǐƵȁƊȺ�ƮƵǶ�0ƧɐƊƮȌȲ

8 !ȌȁǏƵƮƵȲƊƧǞȍȁ�yƊƧǞȌȁƊǶ�ƮƵ��ȲǐƊȁǞɹƊƧǞȌȁƵȺ�!ƊǿȯƵȺǞȁƊȺة�XȁƮǠǐƵȁƊȺ�ɯ�
Negras

9 !ȌȁȺƵǯȌ�ƮƵ�§ɐƵƦǶȌȺ�ɯ��ȲǐƊȁǞɹƊƧǞȌȁƵȺ�XȁƮǠǐƵȁƊȺ�0ɨƊȁǐƶǶǞƧƊȺ�ƮƵǶ�0ƧɐƊƮȌȲ

Author(s):1 Paola Maldonado, Jaime Robles, Verónica Potes
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ȌȲǐƊȁǞɹƊɈǞȌȁȺب�!�X!10ة��ɩǘǞƧǘ�ƦȲǞȁǐȺ�
together the Indigenous organizations 
of the nine Amazonian countries, 
ƊȁƮ�!��X11ة which is comprised of the 
organizations of the Andean countries 
خفƵȲɐ�ƊȁƮ� ȌǶǞɨǞƊ§�ة�0ƧɐƊƮȌȲةȌǶȌǿƦǞƊ!ـ

ÀƵȲȲǞɈȌȲǞƵȺ�ȌǏ�ǶǞǏƵة�ȯȲȌɈƵƧɈƵƮ�
areas and extractivism

 ǞȌƮǞɨƵȲȺǞɈɯ�ǞȺ�ǞǿȯȌȲɈƊȁɈ�ɈȌ�0ƧɐƊƮȌȲ�ƊȁƮ�
ǞȺ�ȯȲȌɈƵƧɈƵƮ�Ǟȁ�ɈǘƵ�!ȌȁȺɈǞɈɐɈǞȌȁة�ɩǘǞƧǘ�
recognizes the rights of nature. Ecuador 
ǘƊȺ�ȲƊɈǞ˛ƵƮ�ƊȁƮ�ƦƵƵȁ�Ɗ�ٗȯƊȲɈɯ٘�ɈȌ�ɈǘƵ�
!ȌȁɨƵȁɈǞȌȁ�Ȍȁ� ǞȌǶȌǐǞƧƊǶ�(ǞɨƵȲȺǞɈɯ�
��ɩǘǞƧǘ�ƧȌǿǿǞɈȺ�ǞɈة׃׉׉�ȺǞȁƧƵ�ׁف) !ـ
to meeting the Aichi Targets and the 
yƊɈǞȌȁƊǶ� ǞȌƮǞɨƵȲȺǞɈɯ�ÀƊȲǐƵɈȺخ�Xȁ�ɈƵȲǿȺ�
ȌǏ�ȯȲȌɈƵƧɈƵƮ�ƊȲƵƊȺة�ƊȯȯȲȌɮǞǿƊɈƵǶɯ�ׂ12ڭ׀ 
of the country’s land area (continental 
and insular) is part of the National 
System of Protected Areas (SNAP), 
ɩǘǞƧǘ�ȺƵƵǲȺ�ɈȌ�ǐɐƊȲƊȁɈƵƵ�ƦǞȌƮǞɨƵȲȺǞɈɯ�
conservation and the maintenance of 
ecological functions.13 Although the 
²y�§�ǞȺ�ǿƊƮƵ�ɐȯ�ȌǏ�ǏȌɐȲ�ȺɐƦȺɯȺɈƵǿȺو
state, decentralized autonomous, 
ȯȲǞɨƊɈƵ�ƊȁƮ�ƧȌǿǿɐȁǞɈɯوɈǘƵ�ǶƊɈɈƵȲ�
ٗǞȺ�ȺɈǞǶǶ�ƦƵǞȁǐ�ȺɈȲɐƧɈɐȲƵƮ٘14خ The 
ƵɮȯƵȲǞƵȁƧƵȺ�ȌǏ�ƧȌٌǿƊȁƊǐƵǿƵȁɈ�ƊȁƮ�
ƧȌٌƊƮǿǞȁǞȺɈȲƊɈǞȌȁ�ȌǏ�ȯȲȌɈƵƧɈƵƮ�ƊȲƵƊȺ�
ǘƊɨƵ�ȁȌɈ�ɯƵɈ�ƦƵƵȁ�ƊƦǶƵ�ɈȌ�ƵǏǏƵƧɈǞɨƵǶɯ�
integrate the territorial dimension and 
the importance it represents for the 
peoples and nations, most of whom 
have a close relationship with their territory that is 
expressed in their profound knowledge of the forests, 
paramos and mangroves, as well as in their own 
knowledge, practices and forms of organization that 
allow them to recognize and collectively manage their 
ƧȌǿǿȌȁ�ǐȌȌƮȺخ��ƦȌɐɈ�ׁڭׄخ׆�ȌǏ�ɈǘƵ�²y�§�ȌɨƵȲǶƊȯȺ�
with the territories of peoples and nations. Several 
peoples and nations are demanding recognition of 
their own governance and conservation systems, such 
ƊȺ�ɈǘƵ��ƧǘɐƊȲ�²ɯȺɈƵǿ�ȌǏ�!ȌȁȺƵȲɨƊɈǞȌȁ�ƊȁƮ�0ƧȌǶȌǐǞƧƊǶ�
ªƵȺƵȲɨƵȺ²ـ��!ª0ةف�ȯȲȌȯȌȺƵƮ�Ʀɯ�ɈǘƵ��ƧǘɐƊȲ�ȁƊɈǞȌȁة�
which maintains 95%15 of their forest in a good state of 
conservation; the Kawsak Sacha, of the Kichwa people 
ȌǏ�²ƊȲƊɯƊǲɐس�ȌȲ�ɈǘƵ�jƊɯƊǿƦǞ�ȯƵȌȯǶƵ�Ǟȁ�ɈǘƵ�ȁȌȲɈǘƵȲȁ�
Sierra of the country, who have maintained collective 
agreements for several years for the management and 
care of the paramos and water resources.

ƮƵɨƵǶȌȯǿƵȁɈƊǶǞȺɈ�ǿȌƮƵǶ�ƦƊȺƵƮ�Ȍȁ�ƵɮɈȲƊƧɈǞɨƵ�ƊƧɈǞɨǞɈǞƵȺ�
ƊȁƮة�Ȍȁ�ɈǘƵ�ȌɈǘƵȲة�Ɗ�ȯȲȌȯȌȺƊǶ�ǏȌȲ�ȺƵǶǏٌƮƵɈƵȲǿǞȁƊɈǞȌȁة�
territorial defense, and conservation of nature through 
community governments.

In addition to this, there is an explicit vision of protected 
areas as “reserve zones for future extractivism.” Since 
their creation, National Parks (a category within the 
²y�§ف�ƊȲƵ�ȁȌɈ�ȺɐȺƧƵȯɈǞƦǶƵ�ɈȌ�ƵɮȯǶȌǞɈƊɈǞȌȁخ�(ƵȺȯǞɈƵ�
this, Yasuní National Park (YNP), which was one 
ȌǏ�ɈǘƵ�ƧȌɐȁɈȲɯٚȺ�˛ȲȺɈ�ȯƊȲǲȺة�ǘƊȺ�ǘƊƮ�ǞɈȺ�ƦȌɐȁƮƊȲǞƵȺ�
ǿȌƮǞ˛ƵƮ�ȺƵɨƵȲƊǶ�ɈǞǿƵȺ�ɈȌ�ƊƮǯɐȺɈ�ɈȌ�ɈǘƵ�ƮƵǿƊȁƮȺ�ȌǏ�ȌǞǶ�
ƵɮȯǶȌǞɈƊɈǞȌȁة�ƮƵȺȯǞɈƵ�ƦƵǞȁǐ�ȯƊȲɈ�ȌǏ�ɈȲƊƮǞɈǞȌȁƊǶ�àƊȌȲƊȁǞ�
ɈƵȲȲǞɈȌȲɯـ�Ɗ�ȲƵƧƵȁɈǶɯٌƧȌȁɈƊƧɈƵƮ�ȁƊɈǞȌȁف�ƊȁƮ�ȌǏ�ɈǘƵ�ÀƊǐƊƵȲǞ�
and Taromenane peoples in isolation.

Xȁ�ׂة׈׀׀�ɈǘƵ�!ȌȁȺɈǞɈɐɈǞȌȁ�ƵɮɈƵȁƮƵƮ�ǞȁɈƊȁǐǞƦǞǶǞɈɯ�ɈȌ�ƊǶǶ�
ȯȲȌɈƵƧɈƵƮ�ƊȲƵƊȺ�ƊȁƮ�ǞȁɈƊȁǐǞƦǶƵ�ɹȌȁƵȺة�ƵɮƧƵȯɈ�ǏȌȲ�Ǟȁ�ɈǘƵ�
ƵɮƧƵȯɈǞȌȁƊǶ�ƧƊȺƵ�ȌǏ�ٗȁƊɈǞȌȁƊǶ�ǞȁɈƵȲƵȺɈ٘ة�ƊǶǶƵǐƵƮ�Ʀɯ�ɈǘƵ�
0ɮƵƧɐɈǞɨƵ�ƊȁƮ�ƊɐɈǘȌȲǞɹƵƮ�Ʀɯ�ɈǘƵ�yƊɈǞȌȁƊǶ��ȺȺƵǿƦǶɯخ�Xȁ�
�ׁ׃��ɈǘƵ��ȺȺƵǿƦǶɯ�ƊɐɈǘȌȲǞɹƵƮ�ƵɮȯǶȌǞɈƊɈǞȌȁ�Ǟȁ�ƦǶȌƧǲȺة׃ׁ׀ׂ
and 43 within Yasuní National Park. In this way, the state 
in practice treats protected areas and the territories of 
life of Indigenous Peoples and nations as zones reserved 
for future extractivism. Protected areas are state 
ƧȲƵƊɈǞȌȁȺ�ȺɐƦǯƵƧɈ�ɈȌ�ȌƦǯƵƧɈǞɨƵȺ�ƊȁƮ�ȲƵǐɐǶƊɈǞȌȁȺ�ɈǘƊɈ�
do not always coincide with those of the communities 
and sometimes even contradict them, that is, they are 
spaces without democratic and localized governance 
systems. Therefore, strengthening local communities 
through an interpretation that guarantees rights to 

10 !ȌȌȲƮǞȁƊƮȌȲƊ�ƮƵ�ǶƊȺ��ȲǐƊȁǞɹƊƧǞȌȁƵȺ�XȁƮǠǐƵȁƊȺ�ƮƵ�ǶƊ�!ɐƵȁƧƊ��ǿƊɹȍȁǞƧƊ

11 !ȌȌȲƮǞȁƊƮȌȲƊ��ȁƮǞȁƊ�ƮƵ��ȲǐƊȁǞɹƊƧǞȌȁƵȺ�XȁƮǠǐƵȁƊȺ

12 �ƧƧȌȲƮǞȁǐ�ɈȌ�ǞȁǏȌȲǿƊɈǞȌȁ�ǏȲȌǿ�ɈǘƵ�w��0ة�Ʀɯ�ׂ׀ׂ׀�ǞɈ�ɩƊȺ�ׂڭׅ׃خ׀�ȌǏ�ɈǘƵ�
ǶƊȁƮ�ƊȲƵƊـ�ǞȁƧǶɐƮǞȁǐ�ɈǘƵ�JƊǶƊȯƊǐȌȺ�yƊɈǞȌȁƊǶ�§ƊȲǲف�ƊȁƮ�ׁׂڭׇ׀خ�ȌǏ�ɈǘƵ�
ǿƊȲǞȁƵ�ƊȲƵƊـ�ǞȁƧǶɐƮǞȁǐ�ɈǘƵ�JƊǶƊȯƊǐȌȺ�wƊȲǞȁƵ�ªƵȺƵȲɨƵخف�“Estadísticas 
del Sistema Nacional de Áreas Protegidas SNAP – 2020.”

13 http://areasprotegidas.ambiente.gob.ec/es/info-snap

14 http://areasprotegidas.ambiente.gob.ec/info-snap

15 https://www.wwf.org.ec/noticiasec/?uNewsID=365496

16 http://sociobosque.ambiente.gob.ec/node/44

17 https://www.landrightsnow.org/the-shuar-arutam-people-
defend-their-territories-and-biodiversity/
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ªƵƧȌǐȁǞɈǞȌȁ�ȌǏ�ƧȌǶǶƵƧɈǞɨƵ�ȲǞǐǘɈȺ�ǐɐƊȲƊȁɈƵƵȺة�ƊǿȌȁǐ�
ȌɈǘƵȲ�ȲǞǐǘɈȺة�ȯƵȌȯǶƵȺٚ�ƵɮƵȲƧǞȺƵ�ȌǏ�ƊɐɈȌȁȌǿɯ�ƊȁƮ�ȺƵǶǏٌ
determination, in addition to the right to territory and the 
ȲǞǐǘɈ�ɈȌ�ǿƊǞȁɈƊǞȁ�ɈǘƵǞȲ�Ȍɩȁ�ǏȌȲǿȺ�ȌǏ�ȌȲǐƊȁǞɹƊɈǞȌȁة�ƧȌȁ˜ǞƧɈ�
resolution, and Indigenous justice. Yet, all of these forms 
of recognition have not yet permeated the structure of 
a state that maintains its hegemonic, racist, patriarchal, 
and colonial vision. The Ecuadorian economy depends 
on the extraction of raw materials, which in many cases 
ǞǿȯǶǞƵȺ�ƮǞȺȯȌȺȺƵȺȺǞȌȁة�ƮǞȺȯǶƊƧƵǿƵȁɈ�ƊȁƮ�ǞȁɨǞȺǞƦǞǶǞɹƊɈǞȌȁ�
ȌǏ�ɈǘƵ�ȺȌƧǞȌٌƵƧȌǶȌǐǞƧƊǶ�ƊȁƮ�ƧɐǶɈɐȲƊǶ�ƮǞɨƵȲȺǞɈɯ�ȌǏ�ɈǘƵ�

wƊȯ�ׂخ�ÀƵȲȲǞɈȌȲǞƵȺ�ȌǏ�XȁƮǞǐƵȁȌɐȺة��ǏȲȌٌ0ƧɐƊƮȌȲǞƊȁ�ƊȁƮ�wȌȁɈɐƦǞƊȁ�
§ƵȌȯǶƵȺ�ƊȁƮ�yƊɈǞȌȁȺخ�wƊȯب��m(0ةׁׂ׀ׂ�ة��ƦƊȺƵƮ�Ȍȁ�ðƊǿȌȲƊ�Jةخ�
wƊǶƮȌȁƊƮȌ�§�0سف׆ׁ׀ׂـ�خƧȌ!ǞƵȁƧǞƊة��ɈǶƊȺ��ǿƊɹȌȁǠƊ� ƊǯȌ�§ȲƵȺǞȍȁسف׈ׁ׀ׂـ��
�ȲǐƊȁǞɹƊƧǞȌȁƵȺ�ƮƵ�ǶȌȺ�ÀX!!��Ƶȁ�0ƧɐƊƮȌȲخف׀ׂ׀ׇׁׂٌ׀ׂـ�

0ǿƦǶƵǿƊɈǞƧ�!ƵǞƦȌ�
tree in the dry 
ǏȌȲƵȺɈ�ƧȌȁȺƵȲɨƵƮ�Ʀɯ�
ɈǘƵ��ǐɐƊ� ǶƊȁƧƊ�
!ȌǿǿɐȁǞɈɯة�wƊȁƊƦǠة�
Ecuador. Photo: Edu 
mƵȍȁة�IɐȁƮƊƧǞȍȁ�
�m(0׉ׁ׀ׂ�ة�

While there are efforts to advance conservation, at the 
ȺƊǿƵ�ɈǞǿƵة�ƵɮɈȲƊƧɈǞɨǞȺǿ�ǞȺ�ƊƮɨƊȁƧǞȁǐخ�Xȁ�ׂ�0ة׈׀׀ƧɐƊƮȌȲ�
ǞǿȯǶƵǿƵȁɈƵƮ�ɈǘƵ�²ȌƧǞȌ� ȌȺȱɐƵ�ȯȲȌǐȲƊǿة�Ɗ�ǿƵƧǘƊȁǞȺǿ�
of economic incentives to individuals, peasant 
communities, peoples and nations to conserve forests, 
paramos, and other fragile ecosystems. According to 
ɈǘƵ�wǞȁǞȺɈȲɯ�ȌǏ�0ȁɨǞȲȌȁǿƵȁɈ�ƊȁƮ�àƊɈƵȲة�Ʀɯ�ׂة׈ׁ׀�ɈǘƵ�
ɈȌɈƊǶ�ƊȲƵƊ�ȌǏ�ɈǘƵ�²ȌƧǞȌ� ȌȺȱɐƵ�ȯȲȌǐȲƊǿ�ȲƵƊƧǘƵƮ�ׁ׆ׁ׆خ�
million hectares.16 Some of these areas compensated 
for conservation are at the same time concessioned 
ǏȌȲ�ȌǞǶ�ƊȁƮ�ǿǞȁǞȁǐ�ƊƧɈǞɨǞɈǞƵȺخ��ȁƵ�ȌǏ�ɈǘƵ�ǿȌȺɈ�ƵɮɈȲƵǿƵ�
examples of this contradiction is the case of the territory 
of the Shuar Arutam People (PSHA), where 41% of its 
ȺɐȲǏƊƧƵ�ƊȲƵƊ�ǞȺ�Ǟȁ�ɈǘƵ�²ȌƧǞȌ� ȌȺȱɐƵ�ȯȲȌǐȲƊǿ�ƊȁƮة�ƊɈ�
ɈǘƵ�ȺƊǿƵ�ɈǞǿƵڭ׆ׇ�ة�ǘƊȺ�ƦƵƵȁ�ƧȌȁƧƵȺȺǞȌȁƵƮ�ǏȌȲ�ǿǞȁǞȁǐ�
and oil activities.17 This shows the dispute over and 
pressure on Indigenous territories: on the one hand, a 

Territories of Life • 2021 REPORT ICCA Consortium

Online version: ȲƵȯȌȲɈخɈƵȲȲǞɈȌȲǞƵȺȌ˜ǞǏƵخȌȲǐ

http://sinias.ambiente.gob.ec:8099/proyecto-sinias-web/estadisticasAmbientales.jsf?menu=01
http://sinias.ambiente.gob.ec:8099/proyecto-sinias-web/estadisticasAmbientales.jsf?menu=01
http://areasprotegidas.ambiente.gob.ec/es/info-snap
http://areasprotegidas.ambiente.gob.ec/info-snap
https://www.wwf.org.ec/noticiasec/?uNewsID=365496
http://sociobosque.ambiente.gob.ec/node/44
https://www.landrightsnow.org/the-shuar-arutam-people-defend-their-territories-and-biodiversity/
https://www.landrightsnow.org/the-shuar-arutam-people-defend-their-territories-and-biodiversity/
https://report.territoriesoflife.org/


65

yƊɈǞȌȁƊǶ�ǶƵǐƊǶ�ƊȁƮ�ȯȌǶǞƧɯ�ƧȌȁɈƵɮɈ

ÇȁƮȌɐƦɈƵƮǶɯة�ɈǘƵ�ƮƵƧǶƊȲƊɈǞȌȁ�ȌǏ�Ɗ�ȯǶɐȲǞȁƊɈǞȌȁƊǶ�ƊȁƮ�
intercultural state is positive for the peoples and 
nations, and also for territories of life in Ecuador. 
With plurinationality, the recognition of the collective 
territorial rights of Indigenous peoples and nations, 
�ǏȲȌٌ0ƧɐƊƮȌȲǞƊȁ�ȯƵȌȯǶƵة�ƊȁƮ�wȌȁɈɐƦǞȌ�ȯƵȌȯǶƵȺ�ǘƊȺ�
important political potential. The collective rights 
of peoples are not simply a derivative application of 
ǞȁƮǞɨǞƮɐƊǶ�ȲǞǐǘɈȺ�Ǟȁ�ɈǘƵ�ǶǞƦƵȲƊǶ�ɐȁƮƵȲȺɈƊȁƮǞȁǐة�ƦɐɈ�ȺȯƊƧƵȺ�
ɈȌ�ƦɐǞǶƮ�ǏȲȌǿ�ȯƵȲȺȯƵƧɈǞɨƵȺ�ɈǘƊɈ�ƊȲƵ�ȯƊȲƊǶǶƵǶ�ɈȌة�ƊȁƮ�ƵɨƵȁ�
adversarial to, the status quo.

�ȲɈǞƧǶƵ�ׇׅ�ȌǏ�ɈǘƵ�!ȌȁȺɈǞɈɐɈǞȌȁ�ȲƵƧȌǐȁǞɹƵȺـ�XȁƮǞǐƵȁȌɐȺ�
ƊȁƮ�Ʀɯ�ƵɮɈƵȁȺǞȌȁ�ȺǞȁƧƵ�ׂة׈׀׀��ǏȲȌٌ0ƧɐƊƮȌȲǞƊȁ�ƊȁƮ�
wȌȁɈɐƦǞƊȁف�ƧȌǶǶƵƧɈǞɨƵ�ȯȲȌȯƵȲɈɯ�ƊȺ�ȺȌǿƵɈǘǞȁǐ�ƮǞȺɈǞȁƧɈ�
and differentiated from classic individual property. It 
ȲƵƧȌǐȁǞɹƵȺ�Ɗ�ȯƊȲɈǞƧɐǶƊȲ�ȲƵǶƊɈǞȌȁȺǘǞȯ�ƦƵɈɩƵƵȁ�ȯƵȌȯǶƵȺ�
and territories that manifests itself in a profound 
ǞȁɈƵȲƮƵȯƵȁƮƵȁƧƵ�ƊȁƮ�Ɗ�ƮƵƵȯ�ȺƵȁȺƵ�ȌǏ�ȲƵȺȯȌȁȺǞƦǞǶǞɈɯ�ȌǏ�
the peoples towards those territories. The constitutional 
recognition of this relationship is revealed in the fact 
that the territorial rights of peoples comprise much 
ǿȌȲƵ�ɈǘƊȁ�ɈǘƵ�ȲǞǐǘɈ�ɈȌ�ƦƵ�ȌɩȁƵȲȺة�ǶǞǲƵ�Ɗȁɯ�ȌɈǘƵȲ�
private owner. Territorial rights give rise to greater 
safeguards for use, and enjoyment of full ownership. 
ÀǘƵɯ�ǐɐƊȲƊȁɈƵƵ�ǞǿȯȲƵȺƧȲǞȯɈǞƦǞǶǞɈɯة�ǞȁƊǶǞƵȁƊƦǞǶǞɈɯة�ƊȁƮ�
ǞȁƮǞɨǞȺǞƦǞǶǞɈɯة�ƊȺ�ɩƵǶǶ�ƊȺ�ǐȌɨƵȲȁƊȁƧƵ�ȺɯȺɈƵǿȺة�ɈǘɐȺ�
guaranteeing recognition of the special relationship 
ƦƵɈɩƵƵȁ�ȯƵȌȯǶƵȺ�ƊȁƮ�ɈǘƵǞȲ�ɈƵȲȲǞɈȌȲǞƵȺخ

Xȁ�ǏƊƧɈة�ɈƵȲȲǞɈȌȲǞƊǶ�ȲǞǐǘɈȺ�ƊȲƵ�ƦȲȌƊƮ�Ǟȁ�ȺƧȌȯƵخ�ÀǘƵɯ�ǞȁƧǶɐƮƵ�
ancestral possession as equivalent to full ownership 
(Art. 57.5). This is fundamental for at least four reasons: 
˛ȲȺɈة�ƦƵƧƊɐȺƵ�ɈǘƵ�ɈǞɈǶǞȁǐ�ȌǏ�ƊȁƧƵȺɈȲƊǶ�ɈƵȲȲǞɈȌȲǞƵȺ�ƮȌƵȺ�
not convert those predating the Ecuadorian state 
ǞȁɈȌ�ٗȯȲȌȯƵȲɈɯ٘�ƦɐɈ�ȺǞǿȯǶɯ�ȲƵƧȌǐȁǞɹƵȺ�ɈǘƵǿس�ȺƵƧȌȁƮة�
ƦƵƧƊɐȺƵ�Ǟȁ�ȯȲƊƧɈǞƧƵ�ȺɐƧǘ�ɈǞɈǶǞȁǐ�ƦƵƧȌǿƵȺ�ǞǿȯȌȺȺǞƦǶƵ�
ɩǘƵȁ�ɈǘƵ�ȺɈƊɈƵ�ƮƵǿƊȁƮȺ�ɈǘƵ�ǏɐǶ˛ǶǿƵȁɈ�ȌǏ�ɈǘƵ�ȌȲƮǞȁƊȲɯ�
legal requirements for any other civil possessor; third, 
ƦƵƧƊɐȺƵ�ɈǘƵ�ƧȌǶǶƵƧɈǞɨƵ�ȯȲȌȯƵȲɈɯ�ȌǏ�ɈǘƵ�ƧȌǿǿɐȁǞɈǞƵȺة�
ȯƵȌȯǶƵȺة�ƊȁƮ�ȁƊɈǞȌȁȺ�ǞȺ�ǞǿȯȲƵȺƧȲǞȯɈǞƦǶƵة�ɐȁȺƵǞɹƊƦǶƵة�
ǞȁƊǶǞƵȁƊƦǶƵة�ƊȁƮ�ǞȁƮǞɨǞȺǞƦǶƵـ��ȲɈׅ�خ �ة�ƊȁƮ�ǏȌɐȲɈǘسفׄخׇ
ƦƵƧƊɐȺƵ�ɈǘƵ�ȯȌȺȺƵȺȺǞȌȁ�ȌȲ�ȌɩȁƵȲȺǘǞȯ�ȌǏ�ƊȁƧƵȺɈȲƊǶ�

The Playa de Oro commune 
ǞȺ�Ɗ�ÀƵȲȲǞɈȌȲɯ�ȌǏ�mǞǏƵخ�ßǞƮƵȌׅׅبׁ�ة�
ǿǞȁة�IɐȁƮƊƧǞȍȁ��m(0خ׉ׁ׀ׂ�ة�

The Agua Blanca Commune is 
Ɗ�ÀƵȲȲǞɈȌȲɯ�ȌǏ�mǞǏƵخ�ßǞƮƵȌׂ�ة�ǿǞȁةخ�
IɐȁƮƊƧǞȍȁ��m(0خ׉ׁ׀ׂ�ة�

and internal discussions, to recognize the strong link 
ƦƵɈɩƵƵȁ�ɈǘƵ�ȯȌȯɐǶƊɈǞȌȁ�ƊȁƮ�ǞɈȺ�ɈƵȲȲǞɈȌȲɯة�ƊȁƮ�ɈǘƵ�
ƵɮǞȺɈƵȁƧƵ�ȌǏ�Ɗ�ȺƵǶǏٌȌȲǐƊȁǞɹǞȁǐ�ǐȌɨƵȲȁƊȁƧƵ�ȺɈȲɐƧɈɐȲƵ�
that makes decisions to implement their life plans. 
As a result, nature is maintained in a good state of 
conservation. Territories of life are the expression of 
ɈǘƵ�ȺƵǶǏٌƮƵɈƵȲǿǞȁƵƮ�ƵǏǏȌȲɈ�ȌǏ�ȯƵȌȯǶƵȺ�ƊȁƮ�ȁƊɈǞȌȁȺ�ɈȌ�
manage their territories, culture, and life, even as 80% of 
ɈǘƵ�ȺɐȲǏƊƧƵ�ƊȲƵƊ�ȌǏ�ɈǘƵȺƵ�ɈƵȲȲǞɈȌȲǞƵȺ�ȌǏ�ǶǞǏƵ�ƊȲƵ�ƊǏǏƵƧɈƵƮ�Ʀɯ�
mining and oil concessions.

ƧȌɐȁɈȲɯخ�RǞǐǘٌǞǿȯƊƧɈ�ƊƧɈǞɨǞɈǞƵȺ�Ǟȁ�
the territories, such as mining, oil, 
ƊǐȲǞƦɐȺǞȁƵȺȺة�ȲƵƊǶ�ƵȺɈƊɈƵ�ƵɮȯƊȁȺǞȌȁة�
among others, have not followed the 
processes of free, prior and informed 
ƧȌȁȺɐǶɈƊɈǞȌȁـ�I§X!ف�ȯȲȌɨǞƮƵƮ�ǏȌȲ�Ǟȁ�ɈǘƵ�
!ȌȁȺɈǞɈɐɈǞȌȁخ��Ⱥ�Ɗ�ȲƵȺɐǶɈة�ɈǘƵ�ƊǏǏƵƧɈƵƮ�
peoples have not had the opportunity 
to express, condition, or deny their 
consent for these activities, which is 
why, in some cases, they have resorted 
ɈȌ�ɈǘƵ�ǯɐƮǞƧǞƊǶ�ȺɯȺɈƵǿ�ɈȌ�ȺɐƵ�ǏȌȲ�ȁȌȁٌ
ƧȌǿȯǶǞƊȁƧƵة�ƊȺ�ɩǞǶǶ�ƦƵ�ƵɮȯǶƊǞȁƵƮ�ǶƊɈƵȲ�Ǟȁ�
this text.

Ironically, parallel to the recognition of 
the Ecuadorian state as plurinational 
and intercultural, over the course of 
the last 15 years the extractivist model 
ǘƊȺ�ƦƵƵȁ�ƧȌȁȺȌǶǞƮƊɈƵƮخ��Ⱥ�ƧƊȁ�ƦƵ�ȺƵƵȁ�
Ǟȁ�wƊȯة׃��ƊȯȯȲȌɮǞǿƊɈƵǶɯ׃� ��ȌǏ�ɈǘƵڭׅخׇ
national continental territory and more 
than 60% of the territories of peoples 
and nations are concessioned for 
mining and oil activities. Extractivism 
is concentrated in areas of high 
ƦǞȌƮǞɨƵȲȺǞɈɯة�Ǟȁ�ɈǘƵ�ǘƵƊƮɩƊɈƵȲȺ�ȌǏ�
watersheds and in areas where impacts 
ɈȲƊȁȺƧƵȁƮ�ȁƊɈǞȌȁƊǶ�ƦȌȲƮƵȲȺخ�IȌȲ�
example, mining concessions increased 
ǏȲȌǿڭׄ׀خ׀��ȌǏ�ɈǘƵ�ɈƵȲȲǞɈȌȲɯ�Ǟȁ�ׂׄ׀׀�ɈȌ�
خ׉ׁ׀�Ǟȁ�ׂڭׅخ׉

�Ⱥ�ȌǏ��ȯȲǞǶ�ׂةׁׂ׀�ɈǘƵ�ɈƵȲȲǞɈȌȲǞƵȺ�ȌǏ�ǶǞǏƵ�
ȲƵǐǞȺɈƵȲƵƮ�Ǟȁ�ɈǘƵ�àȌȲǶƮ�(ƊɈƊƦƊȺƵ�
��ƊȲƵ�ǶȌƧƊɈƵƮ�Ȍȁ�ɈǘƵ�!ȌƊȺɈ�ƊȁƮ�ǞȁفX!!��ªƵǐǞȺɈȲɯـ
ɈǘƵ��ǿƊɹȌȁخ��ȁ�ɈǘƵ�ƧȌƊȺɈ�ƊȲƵ�ɈǘƵ�§ǶƊɯƊ�ƮƵ��ȲȌ�
community (106.09 kmׂف�ƊȁƮ�ɈǘƵ��ǐɐƊ� ǶƊȁƧƊ�
ƧȌǿǿɐȁǞɈɯׂ׀خׂ׉ـ��ǲǿׂ); in the Amazon region 
ƊȲƵ�ɈǘƵ�²ǘɐƊȲ��ȲɐɈƊǿ�§ƵȌȯǶƵׄ׃خׂׅ׃ةׂـ��ǲǿׂ), the 
Waorani Nation of Ecuador (7,744.88 kmׂ), the 
Kichwa People of Sarayaku (1,350 kmׂ) and, in the 
process of registration, the Achuar Nation of Ecuador 
(6,779.30 kmׂ). Together, all of these territories of 
life possess approximately 17,906.4 kmׂ of tropical 
ǏȌȲƵȺɈȺة�ƮȲɯ�ǏȌȲƵȺɈȺة�ȺǘȲɐƦ�ɨƵǐƵɈƊɈǞȌȁة�ƊȁƮ�ȌɈǘƵȲ�ǏȲƊǐǞǶƵ�
ecosystems in Ecuador. With the exception of the 
�ǐɐƊ� ǶƊȁƧƊ�ƧȌǿǿɐȁǞɈɯـ�ɩǘǞƧǘ�ǞȺ�ǶȌƧƊɈƵƮ�ɩǞɈǘǞȁ�
wƊƧǘƊǶǞǶǶƊ�yƊɈǞȌȁƊǶ�§ƊȲǲةف�ɈǘƵ�ɈƵȲȲǞɈȌȲǞƵȺ�ȌǏ�ǶǞǏƵ�ƊȲƵ�ȁȌɈ�
part of the SNAP.

ªƵƧȌǐȁǞɈǞȌȁ�ƊȁƮ�ȲƵǐǞȺɈȲƊɈǞȌȁ�ƊȺ�ɈƵȲȲǞɈȌȲǞƵȺ�ȌǏ�ǶǞǏƵ�ƊȲǞȺƵȺ�
ǏȲȌǿ�Ɗ�ȯȲȌƧƵȺȺ�ȌǏ�ȺƵǶǏٌƵǿȯȌɩƵȲǿƵȁɈة�ǞȁǏȌȲǿǞȁǐة�

territories grants communities status as an “ancestral 
form of territorial organization” (Art. 60).

IɐȲɈǘƵȲǿȌȲƵة�ɈƵȲȲǞɈȌȲǞƊǶ�ȲǞǐǘɈȺ�ȯȲȌɨǞƮƵ�ȯƵȌȯǶƵȺ�ɩǞɈǘ�
the physical and spiritual space necessary for the 
maintenance of their identity, ancestral traditions, 
and social organization (Art. 57.1), the generation and 
exercise of their own authority (Art. 57.9), and the 
maintenance, development, and application of their 
Ȍɩȁ�ǶƊɩȺـ��ȲɈׅ�خ ��ÀǘƵɯ�ƵɨƵȁ�ƊǶǶȌɩ�ǏȌȲ�ɈǘƵ�ȯȌȺȺǞƦǞǶǞɈɯ�ȌǏخف׀ׁخׇ
ƵȺɈƊƦǶǞȺǘǞȁǐ�ɈƵȲȲǞɈȌȲǞƊǶ�ȺɐƦƮǞɨǞȺǞȌȁȺـ�circunscripciones), 
ɩǞɈǘǞȁ�ɈǘƵ�ǏȲƊǿƵɩȌȲǲ�ȌǏ�ɈǘƵ�ȯȌǶǞɈǞƧƊǶٌƊƮǿǞȁǞȺɈȲƊɈǞɨƵ�
order of Ecuador, expressly for the preservation of 
culture (Art. 60).

XɈ�ǞȺ�Ǟȁ�ɈǘƵ�ȯƵȌȯǶƵȺٚ�ɈƵȲȲǞɈȌȲǞƵȺ�ɈǘƊɈ�ɈǘƵǞȲ�ƦǞȌƮǞɨƵȲȺǞɈɯ�
and environmental management practices (Art. 57.8); 
their knowledge, science, and technologies, including 
medicines and traditional medical practices; and their 
ǲȁȌɩǶƵƮǐƵ�ȌǏ�ɈǘƵ�ȲƵȺȌɐȲƧƵȺ�ƊȁƮ�ȯȲȌȯƵȲɈǞƵȺ�ȌǏ�ɈǘƵ�˜ȌȲƊ�
ƊȁƮ�ǏƊɐȁƊـ��ȲɈׅ�خ �خ�ƊȲƵ�ƮƵɨƵǶȌȯƵƮ�ƊȁƮ�ƵɮȯƊȁƮƵƮةفׁׂخׇ
IȌȲ�ƊǶǶ�ȌǏ�ɈǘǞȺة�ǞɈ�ǞȺ�ȁƵƧƵȺȺƊȲɯ�ɈȌ�ƧȌȁȺƵȲɨƵ�ɈǘƵ�ǐƵȁƵɈǞƧ�
ȲƵȺȌɐȲƧƵȺ�ȌǏ�ƦǞȌǶȌǐǞƧƊǶ�ƮǞɨƵȲȺǞɈɯ�ƊȁƮ�ƊǐȲȌƦǞȌƮǞɨƵȲȺǞɈɯب�
ȯǶƊȁɈȺة�ƊȁǞǿƊǶȺة�ǿǞȁƵȲƊǶȺ�ƊȁƮ�ƵƧȌȺɯȺɈƵǿȺـ��ȲɈׅ�خ خفׁׂخׇ

XɈ�ǞȺ�ƦƵƧƊɐȺƵ�ȌǏ�ɈǘǞȺ�ȺȯƵƧǞƊǶ�ȯȲȌɈƵƧɈƵƮ�ȲƵǶƊɈǞȌȁȺǘǞȯ�ɈǘƊɈ�
ǞɈ�ǞȺ�ƵɮȯȲƵȺȺǶɯ�ȯȲȌǘǞƦǞɈƵƮ�ɈȌ�ƮǞȺȯǶƊƧƵ�ȯƵȌȯǶƵȺ�ǏȲȌǿ�ɈǘƵǞȲ�
ancestral territories (Art. 57.11) and that they have the 
right to recover and protect their ritual and sacred sites 
ׅ�خ�ȲɈـ ��Ǟȁ�ȲƵƧȌǐȁǞɈǞȌȁ�ȌǏ�ɈǘƵ�ǘǞȺɈȌȲɯ�ȌǏة�Xȁ�ƊƮƮǞɈǞȌȁخفׁׂخׇ
violence, military activities are expressly limited in the 
ɈƵȲȲǞɈȌȲǞƵȺـ��ȲɈׅ�خ �ة�Xȁ�ɈǘƵ�ƧƊȺƵ�ȌǏ�ȯƵȌȯǶƵȺ�Ǟȁ�ǞȺȌǶƊɈǞȌȁخف׀ׂخׇ

wƊȯخ׃��ÀƵȲȲǞɈȌȲǞƵȺ�ȌǏ�XȁƮǞǐƵȁȌɐȺة��ǏȲȌٌ0ƧɐƊƮȌȲǞƊȁة�ƊȁƮ�wȌȁɈɐƦǞƊȁ�
Peoples and Nations and their overlap with mining and oil 
ƧȌȁƧƵȺȺǞȌȁȺ�Ȍȁ�ƧȌȁɈǞȁƵȁɈƊǶ�0ƧɐƊƮȌȲخ�wƊȯب��m(0ׁׂ׀ׂ�ة�

Training workshop for information teams on 
ɈƵȲȲǞɈȌȲǞƵȺ�ȌǏ�ǶǞǏƵخ�©ɐǞɈȌخ�§ǘȌɈȌب�ßƊȁƵ�ÀƵȲƋȁة�
IɐȁƮƊƧǞȍȁ��m(0׉ׁ׀ׂ�ة�
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differing impacts. ²ƊȲƊɯƊǲɐ�ǞȺ�ɩǞɈǘȌɐɈ�ƮȌɐƦɈ�Ɗȁ�
ƵǿƦǶƵǿƊɈǞƧ�ƧƊȺƵة�ƦƵƧƊɐȺƵ�ǞɈ�ǞȁƧǶɐƮƵȺ�ǞȁɈƵȲȁƊɈǞȌȁƊǶ�
ƧȌȁƮƵǿȁƊɈǞȌȁ�ȌǏ�0ƧɐƊƮȌȲ�Ʀɯ�ɈǘƵ�XȁɈƵȲٌ�ǿƵȲǞƧƊȁ�
!ȌɐȲɈ�ȌǏ�RɐǿƊȁ�ªǞǐǘɈȺة�ǏȌȲ�ɈǘƵ�ɨǞȌǶƊɈǞȌȁ�ȌǏ�ȲǞǐǘɈȺ�ȌǏ�
an Indigenous community. The sentence has not 
ƦƵƵȁ�ǏɐǶǶɯ�ǞǿȯǶƵǿƵȁɈƵƮة�ǐǞɨƵȁ�ɈǘƊɈ�ɈǘƵ�ȯƵȁɈȌǶǞɈƵ�ǘƊȺ�
ȁȌɈ�ƦƵƵȁ�ȲƵǿȌɨƵƮ�ǏȲȌǿ�ɈǘƵ�²ƊȲƊɯƊǲɐ�ɈƵȲȲǞɈȌȲɯخ�yȌȲ�
ǘƊȺ�ɈǘƵ�ȺƵƧȌȁƮƊȲɯ�ǶƵǐǞȺǶƊɈǞȌȁ�ƦƵƵȁ�ɐȯƮƊɈƵƮ�ɩǞɈǘ�
the international standards for prior consultation. 
XȁȺɈƵƊƮة�ɈǘƵ�ǐȌɨƵȲȁǿƵȁɈ�ƵɨƵȁ�ǞȺȺɐƵƮ�Ɗ�ȺɐƦȺɈƊȁƮƊȲƮ�
ȲƵǐɐǶƊɈǞȌȁ�ɩǞɈǘȌɐɈ�ƧȌȁȺɐǶɈƊɈǞȌȁ�ǏȌȲ�ǘɯƮȲȌƧƊȲƦȌȁ�
ȌȯƵȲƊɈǞȌȁȺخ�Xȁ�ȺȯǞɈƵ�ȌǏ�ɈǘƵ�ƊƦȌɨƵة�ɈǘƵ�ȺƵȁɈƵȁƧƵ�ǘƊȺ�
ƦƵƵȁ�ɐȺƵǏɐǶ�Ǟȁ�ƊƮɨƊȁƧǞȁǐ�ȌɈǘƵȲ�ƧƊȺƵȺ�ɩǞɈǘ�ǶƊƧǲ�ȌǏ�
proper consultation in the local courts. The �ٚX�jȌǏƋȁ�
ƧȌǿǿɐȁǞɈɯ�ȌǏ�²ǞȁƊȁǐȌƵ�ȌƦɈƊǞȁƵƮ�Ɗ�ǏƊɨȌɐȲƊƦǶƵ�
ruling for lack of prior consultation to grant mining 
concessions in an ancestral territory with no legal 
title.19 The àƊȌȲƊȁǞ�ƧȌǿǿɐȁǞɈǞƵȺ�ȌǏ�§ƊȺɈƊɹƊ won 

to the central government, despite mandates for 
consultation and participation in making these 
decisions. Indigenous peoples and nationalities do 
not participate in macro plans and programmes, 
ɩǞɈǘ�ɈǘƵǞȲ�ȁȌȁٌǘƵǐƵǿȌȁǞƧ�ɨǞȺǞȌȁȺ�Ȍȁ�ɈǘƵ�ɐȺƵ�ȌǏ�ǶƊȁƮ�
and economic development. These decisions are 
ɈǘƵȁ�ƧȲɯȺɈƊǶǶǞȺƵƮ�ƊȺ�ȺȯƵƧǞ˛Ƨ�ȯȲȌǯƵƧɈȺة�Ǟȁ�ɩǘǞƧǘ�ɈǘƵ�
ȲƵƊǶ�ȯȌȺȺǞƦǞǶǞɈɯ�ȌǏ�Ǟȁ˜ɐƵȁƧǞȁǐ�ɈǘƵ�ƮƵƧǞȺǞȌȁ�ǞȺ�ƊǶȺȌ�
ǶƵȺȺƵȁƵƮ�Ʀɯ�ɈǘƵ�ƮƵɨƵǶȌȯǿƵȁɈƊǶǞȺɈ�ǞƮƵȌǶȌǐɯ�ȲƵǏƵȲȲƵƮ�ɈȌ�
ƊƦȌɨƵخ�ÀǘƵ�ȯȌɈƵȁɈǞƊǶ�ƵȁȲǞƧǘǿƵȁɈ�ȌǏ�ǿƊȁƊǐǞȁǐ�ȯɐƦǶǞƧ�
affairs with alternative visions through intercultural 
ƮƵǿȌƧȲƊɈǞƧ�ǿƵƧǘƊȁǞȺǿȺ�ȺɈǞǶǶ�ȲƵǿƊǞȁȺ�ɈȌ�ƦƵ�ȺƵƵȁخ

In general, the rights of Indigenous Peoples are far from 
ƦƵǞȁǐ�ƮƵ˛ȁƵƮخ�Xȁ�ȯƊȲɈǞƧɐǶƊȲة�ɈǘƵ�ɈƵȲȲǞɈȌȲǞƵȺ�ƊȺ�ȺȯƊƧƵȺ�
ǏȌȲ�ɈǘƵ�ȯƵȌȯǶƵȺٚ�ȲƵǶƊɈǞȌȁƊǶ�ƊɐɈȌȁȌǿɯ�ȺɈǞǶǶ�ǏƊƧƵ�ȌǏ˛ƧǞƊǶ�
ǿǞȺɈȲɐȺɈخ�ÀǘƵ�ȌƦǯƵƧɈǞȌȁ�ɈȌ�ٗȺɈƊɈƵȺ�ɩǞɈǘǞȁ�ɈǘƵ�ȺɈƊɈƵ٘�
ǞȺ�ȯɐɈ�ǏȌȲɩƊȲƮ�ƊǐƊǞȁȺɈ�ƧǶƊǞǿȺ�ƦƊȺƵƮ�Ȍȁ�ɈǘƵ�ɈƵȲȲǞɈȌȲɯة�
including the right to consent in prior consultations. 
In this adverse environment, Indigenous peoples are 
ƵɮƵȲƧǞȺǞȁǐة�ƮƵ�ǏƊƧɈȌة�ɈǘƵǞȲ�ȺƵǶǏٌƮƵɈƵȲǿǞȁƊɈǞȌȁة�ɈǘƵǞȲ�Ȍɩȁ�
rights, their own justice systems and their governance. 
Xȁ�ȺȌǿƵ�ƧƊȺƵȺ�ɈǘƵɯ�ǏƊƧƵ�ȺƵȲǞȌɐȺ�ȌƦȺɈƊƧǶƵȺة�ǶǞǲƵ�ɈǘƵ�
criminalisation of Indigenous judges (recently granted 
amnesty)18 and defenders of nature.

Xȁ�ɈǘƵ�ǶƵǐƊǶ�ȺȯǘƵȲƵة�ȲƵȺɐǶɈȺ�ǘƊɨƵ�ƦƵƵȁ�ƊƧǘǞƵɨƵƮ�ɩǞɈǘ�

ɈǘƵ�ȺɐƦȺȌǞǶة�Ǟȁ�ɩǘǞƧǘ�ɈǘƵ�ȺɈƊɈƵ�ȲƵȺƵȲɨƵȺ�ȺɐƦȺȌǞǶ�ȲƵȺȌɐȲƧƵȺ�
ɐȁƮƵȲ�ɈǘƵ�!ȌȁȺɈǞɈɐɈǞȌȁـ��ȲɈȺׁ�خ�ƊȁƮ�ׄخف׈׀�ÀǘǞȺ�ȺɐƦȺȌǞǶ�
ٗȯȲȌȯƵȲɈɯ٘�ǘƊȺ�ƦƵƵȁ�ɐȺƵƮ�ɈȌ�ȺɐȯȯȌȲɈ�Ɗ�ƮƵɨƵǶȌȯǿƵȁɈƊǶǞȺɈ�
ideology, according to which extractivism is imposed. 
Nothing in the constitutional texts suggests that, of 
this property, the state has to extract the resources; 
ɈǘƵɯ�ȌȁǶɯ�ȲƊɈǞǏɯ�ɈǘƵǞȲ�ǞȁƊǶǞƵȁƊƦǶƵ�ȌɩȁƵȲȺǘǞȯ�ȌɨƵȲ�ɈǘƵǿخ�
Xȁ�Ɗ�ȯǶɐȲǞȁƊɈǞȌȁƊǶ�ȺɈƊɈƵة�ɈǘƵȺƵ�ȲƵȺȌɐȲƧƵȺ�ƦƵǶȌȁǐ�ɈȌ�ɈǘƵ�
whole population, this includes all Indigenous peoples 
and nationalities, and to those who do not necessarily 
ȺǘƊȲƵ�ɈǘƵ�ǘƵǐƵǿȌȁǞƧ�ɨǞȺǞȌȁ�ȌǏ�ƵƧȌȁȌǿǞƧ�ǐȲȌɩɈǘ�ƦƊȺƵƮ�
Ȍȁ�ƵɮɈȲƊƧɈǞȌȁ�ǏȲȌǿ�ȁƊɈɐȲƵخ�RȌɩƵɨƵȲة�ɈǘƵ�ǐȌɨƵȲȁǿƵȁɈƊǶٌ
entrepreneurial vision is that to deny extractive 
activities in Indigenous peoples’ territories requires a 
constitutional reform, under the argument that the only 
ƊȲƵƊȺ�ɩǘƵȲƵ�ǞɈ�ǞȺ�ƵɮȯȲƵȺȺǶɯ�ȯȲȌǘǞƦǞɈƵƮ�ɈȌ�ȌȯƵȲƊɈƵ�ƊȲƵ�ɈǘƵ�
ȯȲȌɈƵƧɈƵƮ�ƊȁƮ�ǞȁɈƊȁǐǞƦǶƵ�ƊȲƵƊȺـ��ȲɈخفׇ׀ׄ�خ�JǞɨƵȁ�ɈǘƊɈ�
ɈǘǞȺ�ȯȲȌǘǞƦǞɈǞȌȁ�ǞȺ�ȁȌɈ�ƵɮȯȲƵȺȺǶɯ�ƵɮɈƵȁƮƵƮ�ɈȌ�XȁƮǞǐƵȁȌɐȺ�
ɈƵȲȲǞɈȌȲǞƵȺة�ɈǘƵ�ȌǏ˛ƧǞƊǶ�ٙǶȌǐǞƧٚ�ǞȺ�ɈǘƊɈ�ɈǘƵ�ȺɈƊɈƵ�ƧƊȁȁȌɈ�
refuse resource extraction. Therefore, territoriality in 
0ƧɐƊƮȌȲ�ȲƵǿƊǞȁȺ�ǏɐȁƮƊǿƵȁɈƊǶǶɯ�ȺɈƊɈƵٌȲɐȁة�ǘƵǐƵǿȌȁǞƧ�
and extractivist in practice.

�Ɉ�ɈǘƵ�ȺƊǿƵ�ɈǞǿƵة�ɈǘƵ�ȯȌȺȺǞƦǞǶǞɈǞƵȺ�ȌǏ�Ɗ�ȁƵɩ�
intercultural democracy are limited, given the 
(non) implementation of recognised participatory 
mechanisms for Indigenous peoples and nationalities. 
²ɈȲƊɈƵǐǞƧ�ƮƵƧǞȺǞȌȁȺ�ƊƦȌɐɈ�ɈǘƵ�ɈƵȲȲǞɈȌȲǞƵȺ�ƊȲƵ�ƵɮƧǶɐȺǞɨƵ�

their territories (which are their lives) are expressly 
ǏȌȲƦǞƮƮƵȁ�ǏȌȲ�ƵɮɈȲƊƧɈǞɨǞȺǿ�ƮɐƵ�ɈȌ�ɈǘƵ�ȯȌȺȺǞƦǞǶǞɈǞƵȺ�
of forced or voluntary contact (Art. 57, penultimate 
ȯƊȲƊǐȲƊȯǘ�ɐȁȁɐǿƦƵȲƵƮخف

IȲȌǿ�Ɗ�ǿȌȲƵ�ǞȁȺɈȲɐǿƵȁɈƊǶ�ȯȌǞȁɈ�ȌǏ�ɨǞƵɩة�ƦɐɈ�ȁȌ�ǶƵȺȺ�
ȺɐƦȺɈƊȁɈǞƊǶة�ɈƵȲȲǞɈȌȲǞƊǶ�ȲǞǐǘɈȺ�ȲƵȱɐǞȲƵة�Ǟȁ�ȯƊȲɈǞƧɐǶƊȲة�
ɈǘƵ�ƵɮƵȲƧǞȺƵ�ȌǏ�ȯƊȲɈǞƧǞȯƊɈǞȌȁ�ȲǞǐǘɈȺ�Ǟȁ�ɈǘƵ�ȺȯƵƧǞ˛Ƨ�
and strategic state decisions that might affect them. 
0ɮȯȲƵȺȺǶɯة�ɈǘƵɯ�ƊȯȯǶɯ�ɈȌ�ɈǘƵ�ǿƊȁƊǐƵǿƵȁɈ�ȌǏ�ȲƵȁƵɩƊƦǶƵ�
natural resources within their territories (Arts. 57.6 
and 57.8) via prior, free and informed consultation. 
These range from strategic decisions on plans and 
ȯȲȌǐȲƊǿǿƵȺة�ɈȌ�ƮƵƧǞȺǞȌȁȺ�Ȍȁ�ɈǘƵ�ȯȌȺȺǞƦǶƵ�ƧƊȲȲɯǞȁǐ�ȌɐɈ�
of activities in phases. (Art. 57.7). Expressly, and also 
Ʀɯ�ȯȲǞȌȲ�ƧȌȁȺɐǶɈƊɈǞȌȁة�ɈǘƵ�ȯƵȌȯǶƵȺ�ǿɐȺɈ�ȯƊȲɈǞƧǞȯƊɈƵ�Ǟȁ�
legislative measures that might affect them (Art. 57.17) 
ƊȁƮ�ɈǘƵɯ�ƊǶȺȌ�ǘƊɨƵ�ɈǘƵ�ȲǞǐǘɈ�ɈȌ�ȯƊȲɈǞƧǞȯƊɈƵ�Ǟȁ�ȺȯƵƧǞ˛Ƨ�
ǐȌɨƵȲȁǿƵȁɈ�ƦȌƮǞƵȺة�Ǟȁ�ƮƵ˛ȁǞȁǐ�ȯɐƦǶǞƧ�ȯȌǶǞƧǞƵȺ�ɈǘƊɈ�
concern them and in designing and deciding their 
priorities in state plans and projects (Art. 57.16).

The effectiveness of land rights and participation would 
shape new territorialities (many of these denied and 
hidden up until now) and a new democracy; that is the 
emancipatory potential of plurinationality. However, 
the practice is far from this potential. The territories 
ȲƵǿƊǞȁ�ȺɐƦǯƵƧɈ�ɈȌ�ɈǘƵ�˛ƧɈǞȌȁ�ɈǘƊɈ�ƮǞɨǞƮƵȺ�ɈǘƵ�ȺȌǞǶ�ǏȲȌǿ�

ÀȲƊǞȁǞȁǐ�ɩȌȲǲȺǘȌȯ�ǏȌȲ�ǞȁǏȌȲǿƊɈǞȌȁ�ɈƵƊǿȺ�Ȍȁ�ɈƵȲȲǞɈȌȲǞƵȺ�ȌǏ�ǶǞǏƵخ�§ǘȌɈȌب�ßƊȁƵ�ÀƵȲƋȁة�IɐȁƮƊƧǞȍȁ��m(0׉ׁ׀ׂ�ة�

wXR�ªX�ǿƵǿƦƵȲȺ�ǶƵƊȲȁǞȁǐ�ɈȌǐƵɈǘƵȲ�ׁׂ׀ �wXR�ªXبǘȌɈȌ§�خׇ

18 http://www.pueblosynacionalidades.gob.ec/la-asamblea-

nacional-concedio-amnistia-a-las-20-autoridades-indigenas-de-
la-comunidad-de-san-pedro-del-canar/

19 https://www.dpe.gob.ec/fallo-historico-a-favor-de-la-
nacionalidad-ai-cofan-de-sinangoe-contra-la-mineria/

wƵƵɈǞȁǐ�ƦƵɈɩƵƵȁ�ɈǘƵ�²ǘɐƊȲ��ȲɐɈƊǿ�§ƵȌȯǶƵ�ƊȁƮ�ɈǘƵ��ɐɈȌȁȌǿȌɐȺ�ÀƵȲȲǞɈȌȲǞƊǶ�JȌɨƵȲȁǿƵȁɈ�ȌǏ�ɈǘƵ�
àƊǿȯǞȺ�yƊɈǞȌȁ�Ǟȁ�²ȌǶƵƮƊƮة�§ƵȲɐخ�§ǘȌɈȌ�0بƮɐ�mƵȍȁة�IɐȁƮƊƧǞȍȁ��m(0׉ׁ׀ׂ�ة�
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ƊƧɈǞȌȁȺ�ȯȲȌǿȌɈƵƮ�Ʀɯ�ɈǘƵ�X!!��!ȌȁȺȌȲɈǞɐǿ�ɈǘȲȌɐǐǘ�
the promotion of adequate recognition processes 
ǏȌȲ�ɈƵȲȲǞɈȌȲǞƵȺ�ȌǏ�ǶǞǏƵة�X!!�Ⱥة�ǘƵȁƧƵ�ɩǘɯ�ȺȌǿƵ�ȌǏ�ɈǘƵ�
country’s Indigenous peoples and nationalities and 
local communities continue to join this initiative. The 
territories of Indigenous Peoples and local communities 
ǘƊɨƵ�ƮȲǞɨƵȁ�ȺƵǶǏٌȺɈȲƵȁǐɈǘƵȁǞȁǐة�ƮȌƧɐǿƵȁɈƊɈǞȌȁ�ƊȁƮ�
ȲƵǐǞȺɈȲƊɈǞȌȁ�ȯȲȌƧƵȺȺƵȺة�ɩǞɈǘ�ɈǘƵ�ȺɐȯȯȌȲɈ�ȌǏ�ɈǘƵ�J0Iش
Çy(§²شJ§�ǞȁǞɈǞƊɈǞɨƵ�ƊȁƮ�ɈǘƵ�ǿƵǿƦƵȲ�ȌȲǐƊȁǞȺƊɈǞȌȁȺ�ȌǏ�
ɈǘƵ�X!!��!ȌȁȺȌȲɈǞɐǿ�Ǟȁ�0ƧɐƊƮȌȲخ

The territories of life that are registered and in the 
ȯȲȌƧƵȺȺ�ȌǏ�ȲƵǐǞȺɈƵȲǞȁǐ�Ǟȁ�0ƧɐƊƮȌȲ�ȯȌȺȺƵȺȺ�ȺǞǐȁǞ˛ƧƊȁɈ�
ƦǞȌƮǞɨƵȲȺǞɈɯة�ƧɐǶɈɐȲƵ�ƊȁƮ�ǲȁȌɩǶƵƮǐƵة�ƊȁƮ�ɈǘƵǞȲ�Ȍɩȁ�
ȌȲǐƊȁǞȺƊɈǞȌȁƊǶ�ȺɈȲɐƧɈɐȲƵȺ�ƵȁƊƦǶƵƮ�ɈǘƵǿ�ɈȌ�ɈƊǲƵ�
ǿƵƊȺɐȲƵȺ�ɈȌ�ƊƮƮȲƵȺȺ�!�ßX(ׁٌخ׉�!ȌǶǶƵƧɈǞɨƵ�ȲƵȺȯȌȁȺƵȺ�
like the production of plants and traditional medicine, 
or collective food cultivation allowed them to respond 
ɈȌ�ɈǘƵ�ƧȲǞȺǞȺ�ƧƊɐȺƵƮ�Ʀɯ�ɈǘƵ�ǘƵƊǶɈǘ�ƵǿƵȲǐƵȁƧɯ�ƊȁƮ�
containment measures.

wƵƊȁɩǘǞǶƵة�ɈǘƵɯ�ǘƊƮ�ɈȌ�ƮƵƊǶ�ɩǞɈǘ�ɈǘƵ�ȌȁȺǶƊɐǐǘɈ�ȌǏ�ƦƊǶȺƊ�
wood exploitation in their forests, which experienced an 

(ƵǏƵȁƮǞȁǐ�ɈƵȲȲǞɈȌȲǞƵȺ�ȌǏ�ǶǞǏƵ

ÀǘƵ�ȯƵȌȯǶƵȺ�ƊȁƮ�ƧȌǿǿɐȁǞɈǞƵȺ�ƊǏǏƵƧɈƵƮ�Ʀɯ�ȺɈƊɈƵ�
extractivism without consent have taken up a historic 
˛ǐǘɈ�ɈȌ�ƮƵǏƵȁƮ�ƊȁƮ�ƧȌȁȺƵȲɨƵ�ɈǘƵǞȲ�ɈƵȲȲǞɈȌȲɯة�ƊȺ�ǿɐƧǘ�
ǞȁȺǞƮƵ�ɈǘƵ�ƦȌȲƮƵȲȺ�ȌǏ�0ƧɐƊƮȌȲ�ƊȺ�Ǟȁ�ɈǘƵ�ƊȲƵƊȺ�ƦȌȲƮƵȲǞȁǐ�
!ȌǶȌǿƦǞƊ�ƊȁƮ�§ƵȲɐخ�ÀǘƵ�²ǘɐƊȲ�ȁƊɈǞȌȁƊǶǞɈɯ0ـ�ƧɐƊƮȌȲف�
and the Wampis Nation (Peru) acknowledge each 
ȌɈǘƵȲة�ȺɈƊɈƵ�ٗɩƵ�ƊȲƵ�ɈǘƵ�ȺƊǿƵ�ƦǶȌȌƮ٘ة�ƊȁƮ�ǯȌǞȁ�ƵǏǏȌȲɈȺ�
ɈȌ�ȺɈȲƵȁǐɈǘƵȁ�ƧȌǶǶƊƦȌȲƊɈǞɨƵ�ƊƧɈǞȌȁ22خ� ƊȺƵƮ�Ȍȁ�ȺǘƊȲƵƮ�
life stories, including common threats, they defend 
their territory, a healthy environment free from 
contamination, and the integrity of nature.

ÀǘǞȺ�˛ǐǘɈ�ǞȺ�ƦƊȺƵƮ�Ȍȁ�ƵƊƧǘ�ȯƵȌȯǶƵٚȺ�ƊȁƮ�ȁƊɈǞȌȁƊǶǞɈɯٚȺ�
Ȍɩȁ�ȺɯȺɈƵǿȺ�ȌǏ�ǐȌɨƵȲȁƊȁƧƵة�ɩǘǞƧǘ�ƊȲƵ�ƦƊȺƵƮ�Ȍȁ�
ƧȌǿǿɐȁǞɈǞƵȺة�ƊȺȺƵǿƦǶǞƵȺة�ȯƊȲǶǞƊǿƵȁɈȺ�ƊȁƮ�ǐȌɨƵȲȁǞȁǐ�
ƦȌƊȲƮȺخ�ÀǘƵɯ�ƊȲƵ�ɈǘƵ�ȺȯƊƧƵȺ�ǏȲȌǿ�ɩǘǞƧǘ�ƊǶǶǞƊȁƧƵȺ�ƊȲƵ�
ǏȌȲǿƵƮ�ƊȁƮ�ȲƵǶƊɈǞȌȁȺǘǞȯȺ�ƊȲƵ�ƦɐǞǶɈ�ɈȌ�ȯȲȌǐȲƵȺȺ�ɩǞɈǘ�
their life plans. They are the spaces in which decisions 
are made to protect and defend their territories against 
ƵɮɈȲƊƧɈǞɨƵ�ƊƧɈǞɨǞɈǞƵȺ�ƮȲǞɨƵȁ�Ʀɯ�ɈǘƵ�ȺɈƊɈƵ�ƊȁƮ�ƧƊȲȲǞƵƮ�ȌɐɈ�
Ʀɯ�ȯȲǞɨƊɈƵ�ƧȌǿȯƊȁǞƵȺة�ɩǘƵȲƵ�ɈǘƵɯ�ƊȲƵ�ǘƵǶƮ�ƊƧƧȌɐȁɈƊƦǶƵ�
ƦƵǏȌȲƵ�ɈǘƵ�ƧȌǶǶƵƧɈǞɨƵ�ƊȁƮ�ɩǘƵȲƵ�ȺɈȲƊɈƵǐǞƵȺ�ƊȁƮ�ɈǘƵ�ɩƊɯ�
forward are rethought.

The strengthening of own forms of government and 
the defence of Indigenous peoples’ and nationalities’ 
ɈƵȲȲǞɈȌȲǞƵȺ�ƧȌǞȁƧǞƮƵ�ɩǞɈǘ�ɈǘƵ�ɨǞȺǞȌȁة�ȌƦǯƵƧɈǞɨƵȺ�ƊȁƮ�

a case for lack of appropriate prior consultation 
and consent for Indigenous peoples in recent 
ƧȌȁɈƊƧɈ�Ǟȁ�ɈǘƵ�ƵȺɈƊƦǶǞȺǘǿƵȁɈ�ȌǏ�Ɗȁ�ȌǞǶ�ƦǶȌƧǲ20خ This 
ȺƵȁɈƵȁƧƵ�ƵȁƊƦǶƵƮ�ȌɈǘƵȲ��ǿƊɹȌȁǞƊȁ�ƧȌǿǿɐȁǞɈǞƵȺ�
to argue the invalidity of the whole of the Eleventh 
�ǞǶ� ǞƮƮǞȁǐ�ªȌɐȁƮة�Ɗ�ȺɈƊɈƵ�ȌǞǶ�ƵɮȯƊȁȺǞȌȁ�ȯǶƊȁ�
ɈȌɩƊȲƮȺ�ɈǘƵ�ƧƵȁɈȲƊǶٌȺȌɐɈǘƵȲȁ��ǿƊɹȌȁة�ɩǘǞƧǘ�ɩƊȺ�
not consulted. In the Piatúa River case, violations 
ȌǏ�ɈǘƵ�ȲǞǐǘɈȺ�ȌǏ�ȁƊɈɐȲƵ�Ʀɯ�Ɗ�ǘɯƮȲȌƵǶƵƧɈȲǞƧ�ȯȲȌǯƵƧɈ�
ɩǞɈǘȌɐɈ�ƧȌȁȺɐǶɈƊɈǞȌȁ were acknowledged.21 In 
ªǠȌ� ǶƊȁƧȌة�Ǟȁ�ɈǘƵ�ǿȌɐȁɈƊǞȁȺ�ȌǏ�ȺȌɐɈǘƵȲȁ�0ƧɐƊƮȌȲة�
another judicial victory for lack of consultation has 
ȁȌɈ�ȲƵȺɈȌȲƵƮ�ɈǘƵ�ȺȌƧǞƊǶ�ǏƊƦȲǞƧ�ɈǘƊɈ�ɩƊȺ�ƮƊǿƊǐƵƮ�
Ʀɯ�ǿǞȁǞȁǐ�ȯȲȌǯƵƧɈȺ�ɩǞɈǘȌɐɈ�ƧȌȁȺɐǶɈƊɈǞȌȁب�Ɗȁ�ƊȁɈǞٌ
mining leader was recently killed in an incident 
ɩǞɈǘ�Ɗ�ȯȲȌٌǿǞȁǞȁǐ�ƧȌٌȯȲȌȯȲǞƵɈȌȲخ

 ƵƧƊɐȺƵ�ȌǏ�ɈǘƵ�ƊƦȌɨƵة�ɩƵ�ƦƵǶǞƵɨƵ�ɈǘƊɈة�ƧȌǿȯƊȲƵƮ�
ɩǞɈǘ�ȌɈǘƵȲ�ƊɨƊǞǶƊƦǶƵ�ǿƵƧǘƊȁǞȺǿȺ�ǞȁƧǶɐƮǞȁǐ�
resorting to types of protection already known in 
the SNAP (national system of protected areas), 
ɈǘƵ�ƦƵȺɈ�ȯȌɈƵȁɈǞƊǶ�ǏȌȲ�ȲƵƧȌǐȁǞȺǞȁǐ�ɈƵȲȲǞɈȌȲǞƵȺ�ȌǏ�ǶǞǏƵ�
in Ecuador is in the recognition and guarantee of 
Indigenous Peoples’ land rights. As explained in 
this section, in the framework of plurinationality, 
these rights provide a greater protective scheme, 
ȯƊȲɈǞƧɐǶƊȲǶɯ�ȲƵǐƊȲƮǞȁǐ�ɈǘƵ�ȯȌȺȺǞƦǞǶǞɈɯ�ȌǏ�ȺƵǶǏٌ
government; however, it is potential, since, as also 
ǞȁƮǞƧƊɈƵƮة�ɈǘƵ�ƮƵɨƵǶȌȯǿƵȁɈƊǶǞȺɈ�ƦǞƊȺ�ȺɈǞǶǶ�ɈƊǲƵȺ�
ȯȲƵƧƵƮƵȁƧƵخ�ÀǘƵ��ǏȲȌٌ0ƧɐƊƮȌȲǞƊȁ�ƊȁƮ�wȌȁɈɐƦǞȌ�
ƧȌǿǿɐȁǞɈǞƵȺ�ǘƊɨƵ�ɈǘƵ�ƧȌȁȺɈǞɈɐɈǞȌȁƊǶ�ƦƊȺǞȺ�ɈȌ�ƧǶƊǞǿ�
an equivalent treatment to Indigenous rights, 
ƊȺ�ƊȯȯǶǞƧƊƦǶƵة�ƦɐɈ�ɈǘƵ�ȌɈǘƵȲ�wƵȺɈǞɹȌ�ƊȁƮ�ȲɐȲƊǶ�
communities do not have an explicit protection 
ǏȲƊǿƵɩȌȲǲ�ǶǞǲƵ�ɈǘƵ�XȁƮǞǐƵȁȌɐȺة��ǏȲȌٌ0ƧɐƊƮȌȲǞƊȁ�
ƊȁƮ�wȌȁɈɐƦǞȌ�ƧȌǿǿɐȁǞɈǞƵȺخ�RȌɩƵɨƵȲة�ɈǘƵɯ�ƮȌ�
hold constitutional rights related to a healthy and 
ƵƧȌǶȌǐǞƧƊǶǶɯ�ƦƊǶƊȁƧƵƮ�ƵȁɨǞȲȌȁǿƵȁɈة�ɈȌ�ǶǞǏƵة�ǘƵƊǶɈǘة�
water, food, food sovereignty, prior environmental 
consultation and to claiming the rights of nature. 
They can argue these rights in their collective 
dimension and in the exercise of their autonomy, 
ƵȺɈƊƦǶǞȺǘ�ɈǘƵǿȺƵǶɨƵȺ�ƊȺ�ɈƵȲȲǞɈȌȲǞƵȺ�ȌǏ�ǶǞǏƵخ�Xȁ�ɈǘǞȺ�
ƧƊȺƵة�ȲƵƧȌǐȁǞɈǞȌȁ�ƧȌɐǶƮ�ƦƵ�ƊȲǐɐƵƮ�ƊȺ�ɈǘƵ�ƧȲƵƊɈǞɨƵ�
use of freedom of association (Art. 66.13) and 
collective organisation to “develop economic, 
political, environmental, social and cultural 
proposals and demands; and any other initiatives 
ɈǘƊɈ�ƧȌȁɈȲǞƦɐɈƵ�ɈȌ�ǐȌȌƮ�ǶǞɨǞȁǐـ�٘خ�ȲɈׇ׉�خ�Ǟȁ�ɈǘƵ�
chapter on participation in democracy in the title 
on involvement and organisation of power). We are 
ȁȌɈ�ƊɩƊȲƵ�ȌǏ�ƊȁɈƵƧƵƮƵȁɈȺ�ȌǏ�ɈǘǞȺ�ɐȺƵ�ȌǏ�ɈǘƵ�ǶƊɩة�ƦɐɈ�
ɐȁƮȌɐƦɈƵƮǶɯ�ǞɈ�ƧȌɐǶƮ�ƦƵ�ȯɐȲȺɐƵƮخ

�لàƵ�ǿɐȺɈ�˸ǐǘɈٲ
ǿƵȁ�ƊȁƮ�ɩȌǿƵȁل�
to defend our 
territories. 
àƵ�ǘƊɨƵ�ɈȌ�
ƧȌȁɈǞȁɐƵ�ƵɨƵȁ�
ǿȌȲƵ�ȺɈȲȌȁǐǶɯ�
ɈȌ�ƧȌȁȺƵȲɨƵ�ȌɐȲ�
ǘƵȲǞɈƊǐƵل�ȌɐȲ�
ǏȌȲƵȺɈȺل�ƊȁƮ�
ƧƊȲƵ�ǏȌȲ�ȁƊɈɐȲƵل�
ƦƵƧƊɐȺƵ�ɈǘǞȺ�ǞȺ�
ȌɐȲ�ǶƵǐƊƧɯ�ǏȌȲ�
ȌɐȲ�ƮƊɐǐǘɈƵȲȺ�
ƊȁƮ�ȺȌȁȺل�ǏȌȲ�ȌɐȲ�
ǐȲƊȁƮƧǘǞǶƮȲƵȁ�
and our 
contribution to 
ƧƊȲǞȁǐ�ǏȌȲ�ǶǞǏƵ�ƊǶǶ�
ȌɨƵȲ�ɈǘƵ�ɩȌȲǶƮىٳ

Participant testimony in the meeting 
of the ICCA Consortium, Ecuador, 2020

20 https://www.amazonfrontlines.org/chronicles/victoria-waorani/

21 https://www.derechosdelanaturaleza.org.ec/rio-piatua/

22 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CEOC6PgaX-I

Nemonte Nenquimo, 
president of 
!�y!�y�à0§�
(Waorani organisation of 
Pastaza) and Goldman 
�ة�ƊɩƊȲƮ�ɩǞȁȁƵȲ׀ׂ׀ׂ
ɈȌǐƵɈǘƵȲ�ɩǞɈǘ�JǞǶƦƵȲɈȌ�
Nenquimo, president of 
the Waorani Nationality 
during the community 
ƊȺȺƵǿƦǶɯ�ɈȌ�ƮƵƧǞƮƵ�
on the registration at 
ɈǘƵ�àȌȲǶƮ�(ƊɈƊƦƊȺƵ�
ȌǏ�ÀƵȲȲǞɈȌȲǞƵȺ�ȌǏ�mǞǏƵة�
ÀȌȋƊǿȯƊȲƵة�§ƊȺɈƊɹƊة�
0ƧɐƊƮȌȲخ�§ǘȌɈȌب��wà�0ة�
׀ׂ׀ׂ
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ȺɈȲɐǐǐǶƵ�ǏȌȲ�ɈǘƵ�ǏɐǶǶ�ƵɮƵȲƧǞȺƵ�ȌǏ�ɈǘƵǞȲ�ȲǞǐǘɈȺة�ɈǘƵǞȲ�ȺƵǶǏٌ
determination, their territorial rights, their systems 
ȌǏ�ǐȌɨƵȲȁƊȁƧƵ�ƊȁƮ�ɈǘƵǞȲ�ɩƊɯȺ�ȌǏ�ǶǞǏƵخ�IȌȲ�ɈǘǞȺة�ɈǘƵɯ�ƊȲƵ�
pursuing alternatives for the construction of their own 
ȯȲȌȯȌȺƊǶȺ�ȌǏ�ȺƵǶǏٌǐȌɨƵȲȁǿƵȁɈ�ƊȁƮ�ƧȌȁȺƵȲɨƊɈǞȌȁة�ȺɐƧǘ�
ƊȺ�ɈǘƵ��ƧǘɐƊȲ�²ɯȺɈƵǿ�ȌǏ�!ȌȁȺƵȲɨƊɈǞȌȁ�ƊȁƮ�0ƧȌǶȌǐǞƧƊǶ�
ªƵȺƵȲɨƵȺة�jƊɩȺƊǲ�²ƊƧǘƊٌmǞɨǞȁǐ�IȌȲƵȺɈ�ȌǏ�ɈǘƵ�jǞƧǘɩƊ�
people of Sarayaku (see this reportةف�jƊɯƊǿƦǞ�§ƵȌȯǶƵة�
ƊǿȌȁǐ�ȌɈǘƵȲȺخ�IɐȲɈǘƵȲة�ɈǘƵɯ�ƊȲƵ�ɈƊǲǞȁǐ�ǶƵǐƊǶ�ƊƧɈǞȌȁ�
at the national level (a’i kofán of Sinangoe, Waorani 
ƧȌǿǿɐȁǞɈǞƵȺ�ȌǏ�§ƊȺɈƊɹƊة�ªǠȌ�§ǞƊɈɐƊ�ƊȁƮ�ªǠȌ� ǶƊȁƧȌف�
and at the international level (e.g., the ruling of the 
XȁɈƵȲٌ�ǿƵȲǞƧƊȁ�!ȌɐȲɈ�ȌǏ�RɐǿƊȁ�ªǞǐǘɈȺ�Ǟȁ�ǏƊɨȌɐȲ�ȌǏ�
the Kichwa people of Sarayaku), advocacy to amend 
Ecuadorian legislation, as well as conservation and 
integral protection systems and programmes (SNAP, 
 ȌȺȱɐƵ�§ȲȌɈƵƧɈȌȲƵȺ�²ةȌƧǞȌ� ȌȺȱɐƵة�ƊǿȌȁǐ�ȌɈǘƵȲȺخف

ÀǘƵ�ȌƦǯƵƧɈǞɨƵȺ�ƊȁƮ�ƊƧɈǞȌȁȺ�ȯȲȌǿȌɈƵƮ�Ʀɯ�ɈǘƵ�X!!��
!ȌȁȺȌȲɈǞɐǿ�ƊȲƵ�ƊǶǞǐȁƵƮ�ɩǞɈǘ�ɈǘƵ�ȯȲȌƧƵȺȺƵȺ�ȌǏ�ȺƵǶǏٌ
government and territorial defence of the peoples 
and nationalities. The recognition as territories of life, 
ȌȲ�X!!�Ⱥة�ƧȌȁɈȲǞƦɐɈƵȺ�ȺǞǐȁǞ˛ƧƊȁɈǶɯ�ɈȌ�ɈǘƵǞȲ�ȺɈȲɐǐǐǶƵخ�
Through their registration as territories of life, the 
ƧȌǿǿɐȁƵȺ�ȌǏ�§ǶƊɯƊ�ƮƵ��ȲȌ�ƊȁƮ��ǐɐƊ� ǶƊȁƧƊ�Ǟȁ�ɈǘƵ�
coastal region, the Shuar Arutam People, the Waorani 
Nationality and the Waorani Women’s Association, the 
Kichwa People of Sarayaku and the Achuar Nationality 
of Ecuador, as well as other nationalities and peoples, 
gained access to an international mechanism that 
ƧȌȁɈȲǞƦɐɈƵȺ�ɈȌ�ɈǘƵ�ƮƵǏƵȁƧƵ�ȌǏ�ɈǘƵǞȲ�ɈƵȲȲǞɈȌȲǞƵȺة�ǿƊǲǞȁǐ�
ɈǘƵǿ�ȯƊȲɈ�ȌǏ�Ɗ�ǐǶȌƦƊǶ�ȁƵɈɩȌȲǲ�ɈȌ�ȺɐȺɈƊǞȁ�ƊȁƮ�ƮƵǏƵȁƮ�
ƦǞȌƮǞɨƵȲȺǞɈɯ�ƊȁƮ�ǶǞǏƵة�ƊȺ�ɩƵǶǶ�ƊȺ�ɈǘƵǞȲ�ƮƵǏƵȁƮƵȲȺخ

•� ²ɐȯȯȌȲɈ�ƧɐȲȲƵȁɈ�ƊȁƮ�ȁƵɩ�ȯȲȌƧƵȺȺƵȺ�ƧƊȲȲǞƵƮ�ȌɐɈ�Ʀɯ�
Indigenous peoples and local communities through 
training programmes, exchange of knowledge and 
experiences.

!ȌȁƧǶɐȺǞȌȁ

Ecuador, a plurinational and intercultural state, 
recognises the collective territorial rights of Indigenous 
ȯƵȌȯǶƵȺ�ƊȁƮ�ȁƊɈǞȌȁƊǶǞɈǞƵȺة�ɈǘƵ��ǏȲȌٌ0ƧɐƊƮȌȲǞƊȁ�ȯƵȌȯǶƵ�
ƊȁƮ�ɈǘƵ�wȌȁɈɐƦǞȌ�ȯƵȌȯǶƵȺخ�ÀƵȲȲǞɈȌȲǞƊǶ�ȲǞǐǘɈȺ�ǐɐƊȲƊȁɈƵƵ�
ǞǿȯȲƵȺƧȲǞȯɈǞƦǞǶǞɈɯة�ǞȁƊǶǞƵȁƊƦǞǶǞɈɯ�ƊȁƮ�ǞȁƮǞɨǞȺǞƦǞǶǞɈɯ�ƊȁƮ�
their own systems of governance; they also consider 
their ancestral ownership and consolidate a physical 
and spiritual space necessary to maintain their identity, 
traditions and social organisation, to generate and 
exercise their authority, and to maintain, develop 
ƊȁƮ�ƊȯȯǶɯ�ɈǘƵǞȲ�ȲǞǐǘɈȺخ�!ȌǶǶƵƧɈǞɨƵ�ȲǞǐǘɈȺ�ǞȁƧǶɐƮƵ�
participation, through free, prior and informed 
ƧȌȁȺɐǶɈƊɈǞȌȁة�Ǟȁ�ȺɈƊɈƵ�ƮƵƧǞȺǞȌȁȺ�Ȍȁ�ȁȌȁٌȲƵȁƵɩƊƦǶƵ�
resources existing in their territories.

In this context, state policy, through the national 
ǐȌɨƵȲȁǿƵȁɈة�ȯȲȌǿȌɈƵȺ�Ɗ�ƮƵɨƵǶȌȯǿƵȁɈƊǶǞȺɈ�ǿȌƮƵǶ�ƦƊȺƵƮ�
on extractive industries: oil and mining, hydroelectric 
dams, logging and intensive agriculture that directly 
affect the peoples, their territoriality and their collective 
rights. These state actions have historically meant 
the reduction of their territories, the displacement of 
peoples and the destruction of their vital spaces.

IƊƧƵƮ�ɩǞɈǘ�ɈǘǞȺ�ȲƵƊǶǞɈɯة�ɈǘƵ�ȯƵȌȯǶƵȺ�ƊȁƮ�ǶȌƧƊǶ�
communities maintain their historical and permanent 

mitigation of impacts of the climate crisis, which means 
ɈǘƊɈ�ɈƵȲȲǞɈȌȲǞƵȺ�ȌǏ�ǶǞǏƵ�ƊȲƵ�ƦƵƧȌǿǞȁǐ�Ɗ�ƦƵȁƧǘǿƊȲǲ�ǏȌȲ�
proposals for the conservation of territories; 6) women’s 
protagonism in the process of defending and sustaining 
ɈƵȲȲǞɈȌȲǞƵȺ�ȌǏ�ǶǞǏƵس�ƊȁƮ�ׇف�ȯƵƵȲٌɈȌٌȯƵƵȲ�ȲƵƧȌǐȁǞɈǞȌȁ�ɈȌ�
ȺǘƊȲƵ�ǲȁȌɩǶƵƮǐƵة�ǲȁȌɩٌǘȌɩ�ƊȁƮ�ƵɮȯƵȲǞƵȁƧƵȺ�ǏȌȲ�ɈǘƵ�
construction of knowledge and the promotion of 
collective strategies.

ÀǘƵ�ǏȌǶǶȌɩǞȁǐ�ƊȲƵ�ȺȌǿƵ�ȌǏ�ɈǘƵ�ȯȲȌȯȌȺƊǶȺ�ǞƮƵȁɈǞ˛ƵƮ�ǏȌȲ�
the process of territories of life in the future:

•�  ɐǞǶƮ�Ɗ�ȯɐƦǶǞƧ�ȯȌǶǞƧɯ�ȯȲȌȯȌȺƊǶ�Ȍȁ�ɈǘƵ�ƦƊȺǞȺ�ȌǏ�ɈǘƵ�
ȯȲȌƧƵȺȺƵȺ�ƮȲǞɨƵȁ�Ʀɯ�XȁƮǞǐƵȁȌɐȺ�ȯƵȌȯǶƵȺ�ƊȁƮ�ǶȌƧƊǶ�
ƧȌǿǿɐȁǞɈǞƵȺة�ɈȌ�ƦƵ�ȯȲƵȺƵȁɈƵƮ�ɈȌ�ɈǘƵ�ǶƵǐǞȺǶƊɈǞɨƵ�ƊȁƮ�
executive levels, in order to sustain, expand and 
support the exercise of their rights, the protection of 
their territories and the conservation of nature in the 
framework of a plurinational and intercultural state.

• Strengthen territorial defence strategies through the 
ȲƵƧȌǐȁǞɈǞȌȁ�ȌǏ�ȺƵǶǏٌǐȌɨƵȲȁǿƵȁɈة�XȁƮǞǐƵȁȌɐȺ�ǯɐȺɈǞƧƵ�
and legal security over territories.

•� !ȌȁɈǞȁɐƵ�ɩǞɈǘ�ɈǘƵ�X!!��ȯȲȌƧƵȺȺ�ƊȁƮ�ȯȲȌǿȌɈƵ�
alliances to strengthen the territorial defence actions 
of Indigenous peoples and local communities. These 
ƊǶǶǞƊȁƧƵȺ�ƧȌɐǶƮ�ǞȁƧǶɐƮƵ�ƧȲȌȺȺٌƦȌȲƮƵȲة�ƦǞٌȁƊɈǞȌȁƊǶة�
�ǿƊɹȌȁǞƊȁ�ƊȁƮ�mƊɈǞȁ��ǿƵȲǞƧƊȁ�ȯȲȌƧƵȺȺƵȺخ

• Generate spaces of articulation with different 
actors that support the appropriate recognition 
ƊȁƮ�ȺɈȲƵȁǐɈǘƵȁǞȁǐ�ȌǏ�X!!�ȺٌɈƵȲȲǞɈȌȲǞƵȺ�ȌǏ�ǶǞǏƵب�ǶȌƧƊǶ�
ǐȌɨƵȲȁǿƵȁɈȺة�ƊƧƊƮƵǿǞƊة�yJ�Ⱥة�ǞȁɈƵȲȁƊɈǞȌȁƊǶ�
cooperation.

unusual rush due to economic stimuli in countries like 
!ǘǞȁƊ�ƊȁƮ�JƵȲǿƊȁɯ�ȲƵǐƊȲƮǞȁǐ�ȲƵȁƵɩƊƦǶƵ�ƵȁƵȲǐɯخ�
 ƊǶȺƊ�ɩȌȌƮ�ǞȺ�ȲƵȱɐǞȲƵƮ�ƊȺ�Ɗ�ȲƊɩ�ǿƊɈƵȲǞƊǶ�ǏȌȲ�ɈǘƵ�
ȯȲȌƮɐƧɈǞȌȁ�ȌǏ�ɩǞȁƮ�ɈɐȲƦǞȁƵ�ƦǶƊƮƵȺ23خ In the middle of the 
lockdown, the worst oil spill in recent years took place, 
ƊǏǏƵƧɈǞȁǐ�ƊȯȯȲȌɮǞǿƊɈƵǶɯ�ׂׅ�ɈǘȌɐȺƊȁƮ�jǞƧǘɩƊ�ǏƊǿǞǶǞƵȺ�Ǟȁ�
the north of the Ecuadorian Amazon, with no adequate 
response from the state to date.

Since the start of the pandemic, the state has not 
ǿƊȁƊǐƵƮ�ɈȌ�ƊƧɈ�ƮǞǶǞǐƵȁɈǶɯ�ȌȲ�ȲƵȺȯȌȁȺǞƦǶɯ�ɈȌ�ȯȲȌɨǞƮƵ�Ɗ�
culturally differentiated treatment for the country’s 
Indigenous peoples and nationalities, who had to 
make their own arrangements to address their needs. 
ÀǘƵ�ȌȁǶɯ�ƊɨƊǞǶƊƦǶƵ�ǞȁǏȌȲǿƊɈǞȌȁ�ƊƦȌɐɈ�ɈǘƵ�ǞǿȯƊƧɈ�ȌǏ�
!�ßX(ׁٌ׉�Ȍȁ�XȁƮǞǐƵȁȌɐȺ�ȯƵȌȯǶƵȺ�ƊȁƮ�ȁƊɈǞȌȁƊǶǞɈǞƵȺ�
ƊȲȌȺƵ�ǏȲȌǿ�ƵǏǏȌȲɈȺ�ƮȲǞɨƵȁ�Ʀɯ�!�yI0yX�024 which 
ȲƵƧȌȲƮ�ɈǘƊɈة�ɐȯ�ɐȁɈǞǶ�(ƵƧƵǿƦƵȲ�ׇׂׂׅ׃�ة׀ׂ׀�ȯƵȌȯǶƵ�
ɩƵȲƵ�ƊǏǏƵƧɈƵƮ�Ʀɯ�!�ßX(ׁٌخ׉

mƵȺȺȌȁȺ�ǶƵƊȲȁɈ�ƊȁƮ�ƧǘƊǶǶƵȁǐƵȺ�Ǟȁ�ɈǘƵ�
ȯȲȌƧƵȺȺ�ȌǏ�ȲƵƧȌǐȁǞȺǞȁǐ�ɈƵȲȲǞɈȌȲǞƵȺ�ȌǏ�ǶǞǏƵ�Ǟȁ�
0ƧɐƊƮȌȲ

Xȁ�0ƧɐƊƮȌȲة�ȺƵɨƵȲƊǶ�ǶƵȺȺȌȁȺ�ƧƊȁ�ƦƵ�ƮȲƊɩȁ�ǏȲȌǿ�ɈǘƵ�
promotion of the recognition of territories of life, the 
ȯȲȌƧƵȺȺƵȺ�ȌǏ�ȺƵǶǏٌȺɈȲƵȁǐɈǘƵȁǞȁǐة�ǿɐɈɐƊǶ�ȺɐȯȯȌȲɈة�ȯƵƵȲ�
ȲƵƧȌǐȁǞɈǞȌȁ�ƊȁƮ�ȲƵǐǞȺɈȲƊɈǞȌȁ�Ǟȁ�ɈǘƵ�ǐǶȌƦƊǶ�X!!��ªƵǐǞȺɈȲɯ�
ȺǞȁƧƵ�ׁׂ׀ بÀƵȲȲǞɈȌȲǞƵȺ�ȌǏ�ǶǞǏƵ�ƧȌȁɈȲǞƦɐɈƵ�ɈȌ 25خׇ

1) the exercise of collective rights, within the framework 
ȌǏ�ɈƵȲȲǞɈȌȲǞƊǶ�ȺƵǶǏٌƮƵɈƵȲǿǞȁƊɈǞȌȁة�ƊȁƮ�ɈǘƵɯ�ƊȲƵ�Ɗ�
ƧȌȁɈȲǞƦɐɈǞȌȁ�ɈȌ�ɈǘƵ�ƧȌȁȺɈȲɐƧɈǞȌȁ�ȌǏ�ɈǘƵ�ȯǶɐȲǞȁƊɈǞȌȁƊǶ�
ȺɈƊɈƵفׂ�س�ɈǘƵ�ȺɈȲƵȁǐɈǘƵȁǞȁǐ�ȌǏ�ɈǘƵǞȲ�Ȍɩȁ�ǐȌɨƵȲȁǿƵȁɈȺة�
ƦƊȺƵƮ�Ȍȁ�ɈǘƵ�ȯƊȲɈǞƧǞȯƊɈǞȌȁ�ȌǏ�ɩȌǿƵȁة�ǿƵȁ�ƊȁƮ�ɯȌɐȁǐ�
people, and on the application of mechanisms such as 
community consultation, permanent dialogue and the 
popularisation of actions taken; 3) the strengthening of 
their identity, which manifests itself in the recovery and 
revaluation of their identity as an Indigenous people 
or nationality, or as a local community; 4) the defence 
and conservation of their territories, with territory 
ƦƵǞȁǐ�ɐȁƮƵȲȺɈȌȌƮ�Ǟȁ�Ɗȁ�ǞȁɈƵǐȲƊǶ�ɩƊɯة�ƊȺ�Ɗ�ȺɯȺɈƵǿ�Ǟȁ�
ƵȱɐǞǶǞƦȲǞɐǿة�Ǟȁ�ǞȁɈǞǿƊɈƵ�ȲƵǶƊɈǞȌȁȺǘǞȯ�ɩǞɈǘ�ȁƊɈɐȲƵفׅ�س�ɈǘƵ�

23 ǘɈɈȯȺششبɩɩɩخȌȯƵȁƮƵǿȌƧȲƊƧɯخȁƵɈشƵȺش˛ƵƦȲƵٌǿƊƮƵȲƊٌƦƊǶȺƊٌ
pandemia-territorio-achuar/ y https://www.infobae.com/
america/agencias/2020/07/18/la-balsa-de-la-esperanza-y-de-la-
deforestacion-en-ecuador/

24 https://confeniae.net/covid19

25 �m(0��ׂخ׀ׂ׀�Memorias: Reunión del Consorcio TICCA – Ecuador. 
©ɐǞɈȌب�IɐȁƮƊƧǞȍȁ��m(0���

wƵȁǲƊɯ�yƵȁȱɐǞǘɐǞة�ȯȲƵȺǞƮƵȁɈ�ȌǏ�ɈǘƵ��ȺȺȌƧǞƊɈǞȌȁ�ȌǏ�
àƊȌȲƊȁǞ�àȌǿƵȁ�ȌǏ�0ƧɐƊƮȌȲـ��wà�0ف�ƮɐȲǞȁǐ�ɈǘƵ�
ƧȌǿǿɐȁǞɈɯ�ƊȺȺƵǿƦǶɯ�ɈȌ�ƮƵƧǞƮƵ�Ȍȁ�ȲƵǐǞȺɈȲƊɈǞȌȁ�ƊɈ�
ɈǘƵ�àȌȲǶƮ�(ƊɈƊƦƊȺƵ�ȌǏ�ÀƵȲȲǞɈȌȲǞƵȺ�ȌǏ�mǞǏƵة�ÀȌȋƊǿȯƊȲƵة�
§ƊȺɈƊɹƊ�0ةƧɐƊƮȌȲخ�§ǘȌɈȌب��wà�0׀ׂ׀ׂ�ة
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This chapter is part of the Territories of Life: 2021 Report, composed of local, national, 
regional and global analyses of territories and areas conserved by Indigenous peoples 
and local communities (sometimes abbreviated as “ICCAs” or “territories of life”). The 
report is part of an ongoing process to develop the knowledge base on territories of life 
in support of Indigenous peoples’ and local communities’ self-determined priorities. It 
is produced by the ICCA Consortium with the support of several partners.

ICCA Consortium. 2021. Territories of Life: 2021 Report. ICCA Consortium: worldwide. 
Availableat: ȲƵȯȌȲɈخɈƵȲȲǞɈȌȲǞƵȺȌ˜ǞǏƵخȌȲǐ.
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dedicated to supporting Indigenous peoples and local 
communities who are governing and conserving their 
collective lands, waters and territories. Its organisational 
Members and individual Honorary members in more
than 80 countries are undertaking collective actions 
at the local, national, regional and international levels 
across several thematic streams, including documenting, 
sustaining and defending territories of life, as well as 
youth and intergenerational relations.

Learn more about the ICCA Consortium at  
ɩɩɩخǞƧƧƊƧȌȁȺȌȲɈǞɐǿخȌȲǐ
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